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editor’s 
message

good 
work 

wanted

have your ideas or works published in architecture asia.
we welcome project or article submissions for publishing consideration. 

contact: ask@memo.com.my for submission guidelines and further info.

Reference: [1] Moore, Rowan (2012). Why We Build. Picador, London, p. 92.

Education of an Architect: Another Point of View

Education is inextricably linked to architecture and vice versa. Casually or causally, architecture is derived from a rich 
history of education that transformed the mere ‘gentleman architect’ into a true architect. The mastery of language and 
production of books led to the introduction of formal architectural training, supplanting the master-apprentice tradition 
deeply rooted in classical training.

Among the most significant early publications are Four Books of Architecture by Andrea Palladio, James Gibbs’s Book of 

Architecture & Rules for Drawing Orders, Vitruvius’s Ten Books of Architecture, and Robert Morris’s Select Architecture 
for architectural descriptions and classifications. Seminal publications such as Le Corbusier’s Towards a New 

Architecture, Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture by Robert Venturi and John Hedjuk’s tour de force Education 

of an Architect: A Point of View, heralded the advent of critical architectural discourse expressed in multiple languages 
for mass publication and consumption.

Modern education, with its foundation created out of technologies like Blackboard and Moodle that gave rise to online 
educational sites like Coursera, Eliademy, Khan Academy and Udemy, is increasingly transforming from formalistic 
instructional to heuristic uninstructive. From the maktab to madrasah to Montessori Method (classified as a form of 
Unschooling, a term coined by its pioneer John Holt) to Massive Open Online Courses or MOOCs, autodidacticism 
is a recent complement to modern education that caters towards students’ individual needs, goals and interests. A 
form of self-directed learning, students today are being provided with the opportunity to ‘experience and interact’ 
with knowledge. Dr Kenn Fisher’s in-depth review from pages 70 to 73 on future classrooms serves to reinforce the 
imperative to understand the importance of current educational tools in designing new places of learning.

Today’s vast education landscape is reflected in the range of projects profiled in this issue dedicated to educational 
facilities. They remind us that buildings, though seemingly fixed, like education are prone to autodidactic motion. In his 
book Why We Build, Rowan Moore contends that from conception to completion, a building is “a fluidity of words ... 
lived and inhabited as books cannot be.”[1] The mission of architecture schools must be committed to the belief that 
design is a social act. Architectural education with its emphasis on design discourse must not neglect people as the 
focus of buildings. Buildings, like people, are created in many shapes and sizes. Buildings also have personalities to 
match their appearances. Moore further elaborates:

“A building is not a sentence, which in principle has the ability to match and express a thought closely. It is not linear, like 
language. A building that sets out with one intention is prone, thanks to the many people and accidents that shape it, to 
end up with different, opposite, or multiple effects. It creates a reality different from its stated aim, and allows further, as 
yet unknown, realities to take place within it. This is a quality of architecture – the way it transforms – and one definition 
of bad architecture would be buildings that deny its special form of mutable complexity, that try to behave too much like 
words.”[1]

In Towards a New Architecture, Le Corbusier described the practice of architecture as an environment that changes with 
new technologies, scientific discoveries and legislations. Architects must therefore be autodidacts to keep pace with 
new standards, new regulations, or new methods to create a system where working is also learning and self-education 
is associated with creativity and design.

TONY LIEW VOON FUN

GUEST EDITOR
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message from the 
arcasia president

Sathirut Nui 
Tandanand

I am deeply honoured to be elected President of ARCASIA 
for the year 2015–2016. My focus these two years will be 
on ARCASIA for the next generation and improving the 
professional practice. I would like to explain how these 
two priorities came about and the reasons behind them.

Arcasia for the next generation 
Since my active involvement with ARCASIA, I have had opportunities to 
participate in many institute events, shared your thoughts, and experienced 
the energy and vitality of students and young architects throughout our 
region. One important issue that I feel ARCASIA needs to address is how 
to engage young architects into our activities, and how to involve them in 
every ACA and Forum. The following proposed programmes are meant to 
address these issues.

Student internship and professor 
exchange programs
When I was invited to participate in IAPEX at Islamabad, I was requested 
by IAP to look into these two excellent projects initiated by their Institute. 

Personally, I participated in accepting two students to intern for one 
month in my office and found it to be such a rewarding experience. This 
project has been an ongoing discussion in ACAE for some time. We must 
finalise all the details and implement it as a working ARCASIA Program. 
This will provide opportunities for our students to train with professional 
registered firms of our institutes in 19 countries.

As for the Professor Exchange Program, this is to facilitate knowledge 
and technology transfer, enhance new teaching methods, and share new 
design theories between our faculty members. I will be working closely with 
ACAE Chairman and Committee to expedite the detailed guidelines for the 
Student Internship and Professor Exchange Programs.

Arcasia emerging architects network
To expand upon the Emerging Architects Award Program initiated by PAM, 
I wish to propose establishing an ARCASIA Committee on Young Archi-
tects (ACYA) so that all our young architects can exchange information 
and share ideas about our profession. Through the use of electronic media 
and social media, ACYA can utilise these mediums to interact and discuss 
relevant issues pertaining to young architects. In addition, I propose that at 
every ACA and Forum, a space dedicated to ACYA be set up as a place for 
young and esteemed elder architects to meet, interact, share ideas, hold 
their own exhibitions, and be involved with ARCASIA.

Arcasia travel prize
I am also proposing to establish an architectural competition called ARCA-
SIA Travel Prize. The ARCASIA Travel Prize will be a prestigious travel and 
research scholarship specifically for graduate architects. Three prizes will 
be awarded, one for each zone. The recipients can choose to do research 
in any country outside of their zone for the duration of three months. The 
purpose is not only for research work, but also to promote cross-culture 
exchange for our young talents. I truly believe that the inclusion of young 
architects in ARCASIA’s activities will revitalise and energise our organisa-
tion. 

Continuing Professional Development
We all know that this will be an Asia Economic Decade. Investment and 
development will occur in our countries, which means job opportunities 
for architects, local as well as international. But we must also realise, it’s 
about competition and/or collaboration. If we are not keen on our skills, we 

cannot compete or collaborate on equal terms. Consequently, we will lose 
the competition. 

In order for us to be competitive, we must increase our knowledge 
base, and the only way to do so is through the Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) Program. There is a wealth of knowledge within our 
member institutes that can help provide the necessary support. JIA, KIRA, 
HKIA, SIA, PAM, to name a few, have developed their standard of practice 
comparable to any institute in the world. Let’s pool our resources together 
and create a framework of CPD courses that can be used as a guideline or 
reference by any institute. 

I also wish to establish a list of expert facilitators from each institute that 
can help conduct seminars whenever and wherever needed. By creating 
this CPD framework, it will enhance ‘the value of ARCASIA’ to our potential 
new members. I believe one of the reasons why emerging institutes would 
want to join ARCASIA is the access to valuable information and technical 
assistance. We can provide both to our members, old and new. I plan to 
work closely with the ACPP Chairman to achieve this task. Let’s all come 
together and contribute to elevate our professional standard of practice 
and help one another.

On promoting arcasia
In terms of promoting ARCASIA, I would like to propose that the ARCASIA 
award-winning projects be presented as a traveling exhibition to participate 
in other Regional Congresses. This will showcase our award-winning de-
sign talents and promote ARCASIA at the same time. I will also continue to 
participate in the Dialog with all MoU counterparts to establish joint projects 
and exhibitions. 

Lastly, I wish to say that ARCASIA is a fantastic organisation. It is the 
only organisation I know where our friendship can transcend race, religion, 
social, and political divide. This is the kind of friendship, camaraderie, 
and support for one another that defines the ‘Spirit of ARCASIA’. We are 
made up of 19 Institutes, but we are one. With our combined efforts, we 
can elevate ARCASIA to become a more energetic, vibrant, and dynamic 
organisation of prime significance in Asia and the world. And I promise you, 
as your President, I will represent ARCASIA to the best of my abilities.

Thank you, ARCASIA.
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FROM LEFT: ARCASIA Immediate Past Honorary Treasurer, Tan Kim Yan; 
ARCASIA Immediate Past Honorary Secretary, Alvin Lim Hai Seah; ARCASIA Immediate 
Past President, Tan Pei Ing; President of ASA, Pichai Wongwaisayawan; ARCASIA 
President, Sathirut Nui Tandanand; ARCASIA Honorary Treasurer, Bea Supaporn 
Vithayathawornwong; and ARCASIA Honorary Secretary, Luke Yeung
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radar news

history and evolution of 
mosque architecture, and also 
to strategise future implemen-
tations of new mosque de-
signs and improvements that 
can be done to uplift existing 
mosques. The symposium will 
focus around three major 
themes – Culture, Image and 
Identity, Sustainable Design, 
and Conservation. The sympo-
sium will be held from 6 to 7 
October 2015 at the Audito-
rium Mercu Alam Bina at Uni-
versity of Malaya. Registration 
is now open. For further enqui-
ries, get in touch with the PAM 
Secretariat at +603-2693 
4182 or email symposium@
pam.org.my.

/ www.pam.org.my

2016 VENICE 
ARCHITECTURE 
BIENNALE DIRECTOR 
ANNOUNCED

The Board of la Biennale di 
Venezia recently announced in 
Venice that Chilean architect 
and Pritzker jury member Ale-
jandro Aravena has been ap-
pointed Director of the 15th 
International Architecture Exhi-
bition. Held in Italy’s capital of 
Venice, the biannual 2016 
edition is slated to take place 
from May 28 to November 27 
2016. Chairman of the Board 
Paolo Baratta also said that 
the increasing popularity and 
success of the Architecture 
Biennale spurred the decision 
to extend the duration of the 
exhibition to six months to 
accommodate the growing 
number of attendees from 
across the globe. 

“The 15th International 
Architecture Exhibition will be 
about focusing and learning 
from architectures that 
through intelligence, intuition 
or both of them at the same 
time, are able to escape the 
status quo. We would like to 
present cases that, despite 
the difficulties, instead of res-
ignation or bitterness, propose 
and do something. We would 
like to show that in the perma-
nent debate about the quality 
of the built environment, there 
is not only need but also room 
for action,” said Alejandro 
Aravena. Alejandro Aravena is 

co-founder of ELEMENTAL, 
an architecture firm based in 
Santiago, Chile. 

/ www.labiennale.org

SINGAPORE BIENNALE 
2016 DATES ANNOUNCED

The Singapore Art Museum 
recently announced the dates 
for the 2016 Singapore Bien-
nale, the country’s pre-eminent 
platform for international dia-
logue on contemporary art. 
The fifth edition of the Singa-
pore Biennale will return from 
28 October 2016 to 26 Febru-
ary 2017. Showcasing 
thought-provoking art and 
providing a platform for mean-
ingful exchange of ideas, it is a 

City of London 
Building of the Year 
announced

The Leadenhall Building has 
been announced as the win-
ner of the inaugural City of 
London Building of the Year 
award. Designed by Rogers 
Stirk Harbour and Partners 
and developed by British Land 
and Oxford Properties, the 
Leadenhall Building was se-
lected out of some 15 city 
buildings, which were then 
whittled down to a shortlist of 
four. The other shortlisted 
buildings were St Bar-
tholomew’s Hospital by HOK, 
8–10 Moorgate by Allies and 
Morrison and 6 Bevis Marks 
by Fletcher Priest. The winner 
and all of the shortlisted en-
tries have been unveiled in an 
exhibition that will be open to 
the public, running from 17 
September to 16 October, in 
the City Centre in The Guild-
hall.

/ architectscompany.org

INTERNATIONAL 
SYMPOSIUM ON 
EVOLUTION OF MOSQUE 
DESIGN IN SOUTH EAST 
ASIA

Jointly organised by PAM and 
University of Malaya, the Inter-
national Symposium on Evolu-
tion of Mosque Design in 
South East Asia will gather 
architects, academicians, 
government agencies, local 
authority and other stakehold-
ers involved in design, con-
struction and policies related 
to mosques. This event is an 
important platform to dis-
course and learn from the 

definite highlight on the city’s 
cultural calendar. First estab-
lished in 2006, the Singapaore 
Biennale presents and reflects 
the spirit of artistic practices in 
Singapore, the region and 
internationally. The Singapore 
Biennale 2016 is commis-
sioned by the National Arts 
Council and organised by the 
Singapore Art Museum.

/ www.singaporeartmuseum.sg

Malaysian firms 
at WAF and INSIDE 
awards 2015

Six projects by Malaysia-
based architecture and design 
practices have been short-
listed for the World Architec-

ture Festival (WAF) and INSIDE 
Awards 2015. Four Malaysian 
practices will compete with 
established and upcoming 
studios including the likes of 
Norman Foster, Zaha Hadid, 
Rem Koolhaas and Herzog & 
de Meuron.

Projects shortlisted include 
Heriot Watt University Malaysia 
by Hijjas Architects & Planners, 
a project that is acting as a 
catalyst for regeneration of the 
Putrajaya region; and Tree 
Cube by Kenneth Tan Design 
Architects, which redesigns a 
school’s central courtyard 
incorporating a striking central 
tree that rises up towards a 
natural skylight. These prac-
tices will be joined by Eleena 
Jamil Architect and Motto 
Designs to compete against 
the best around the world at 
the annual festival in Singapore 
from 4 to 6 November 2015. 

/ www.waf.org

>

>

Left: Malaysian Pavilion World EXPO 
2015 by Hijjas Architects & Planners, 
Bottom: Tree Cube by Kenneth Tan 
Design Architect 

Heriot Watt University Malaysia by 
Hijjas Kasturi Associates

>
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A perennial 

/ www.moleskine.com

moleskine pro  collection radar

	 favourite amongst creative professionals, Moleskine now offers the possibility of arming yourself with a complete 
range of stationery and writing equipment thanks to their PRO collection, which features a variety of objects specifically designed for 
professional modern environments. Elegant and designed with mobility in mind, the range includes a new series of hard cover notebooks 
with new organisational features and adhesive tabs, large hard cover workbooks when you need the freedom to create, pads, envelopes, 
portfolio, sticky notes, and an extremely cute tool belt that keeps your writing tools attached right on the cover.



radar news

China Good Design 
Launched

In the course of the economic 
reform China has experi-
enced, good design has be-
come increasingly important. 
That is evidenced both by 
numerous government initia-
tives and through the devel-
opment of leading companies 
which successfully implement 
technological progress in a 
new product language. Mobile 
phone manufacturers such as 
Huawei, ZTE and Xiaomi, 
electronics company TCL, 
and the computer brand 
Lenovo, to name some of the 
big players, are representative 
of this development. Today, 
the most populous country in 
the world is moving away 
from the image of 'workbench 
of globalisation' and entering 
a new stage on the road to 
'Designed in China' The 'Chi-
na Good Design' distinction 
will be awarded for the first 
time at the 'Xiamen Interna-
tional Design Business Week 
- Red Dot in China 2015' 
trade fair. 

This product competition is 
hosted by the Xiamen Culture 
Media Group and organised 
by Red Dot. Thus, 'China 
Good Design' will be the first 
independent design award for 
the entire People's Republic, 
based on the strict statutes of 
the Red Dot Award. Professor 
Dr. Peter Zec, founder and 
CEO of Red Dot, emphasised: 
“The time is right to establish 
an independent Chinese de-
sign competition that is set up 
in accordance with interna-
tional standards.”

The registration phase for 
the competition is ongoing 
until 29 September. All sub-
missions will be assessed by 

des Arts et Lettres, the Guten-
burg Prize of the city of Mainz, 
and the Medal of the Type 
Directors Club of New York. In 
2009, he was inducted into the 
European Design Hall of Fame.

Kengo Kuma’s first US 
structure underway

Construction has begun on a 
twisted tower designed by 
Japanese architect Kengo 
Kuma for Rolex in Dallas, Tex-
as. Touted as the first structure 
in the US city by a Japanese 
architect, the nine-storey Rolex 
Building will create a new office 
for the Swiss watchmaker in 
the Uptown neighbourhood, 
adjacent to another office block 
built for the brand in 1984. This 
form allows a series of planted 
terraces to be created on every 
floor, plus Kuma plans to add a 
tree-filled garden on the roof. 
Landscape architect Sadafumi 
Uchiyama will design the gar-
dens, which will feature rampart 
stone walls, reflecting pools 
and cascading waterfalls.

/ www.kkaa.co.jp

an international, independent 
expert jury. After a pre-selec-
tion by the jury, the nominated 
products will be judged and 
later displayed on site during 
the 'Xiamen International De-
sign Business Week - Red Dot 
in China 2015'. The fair will be 
held from 30 October until 2 
November at the International 
Conference and Exhibition 
Center in Xiamen, China.
/ www.chinagooddesignaward.com/en

International Garden 
Festival 2016 – Call 
for proposals

The International Garden Festi-
val is preparing its 17th edition 
and is issuing an international 
call for proposals to select 
designers who will create the 
new temporary gardens that 
will be presented from June 
23, 2016. The installations 
selected by the jury will have a 
special energy and connection 
to the natural world. The tem-
porary gardens will have a 
degree of interactivity that 
encourages visitors to enter 
with enthusiasm. The goal is to 
intrigue visitors with the un-
usual or to impress by new 
ways of presenting what is 
common.

The International Garden 
Festival is recognised as one 
of the most important events 
of its kind in North America 
and one of the leading annual 
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International Garden Festival: FAIRE 
DES RONDS DANS L’EAU by Balmori 
Associates, New York, US

involvement in the development 
of the project and knowledge of 
the site would help deliver the 
best alternative.

/ www.nikken.co.jp/en

Swiss Design 
Icon Dies

Swiss typographer Adrian 
Frutiger, designer of typefaces 
including Univers, Avenir and 
Frutiger, has died. The interna-
tionally renowned designer 
passed away on September 12 
in Bern at the age of 87. 
Frutiger, whose letterforms 
graced signages from West-
minster in London to Disney 
World, is amongst the most 
influential designers of the 20th 
century. His contribution to his 
field were recognized via sev-
eral prestigious awards such as 
the French Chevalier de l’Ordre 

garden festivals in the world. 
Since 2000, more than one 
million visitors have discov-
ered over 160 contemporary 
and ephemeral gardens cre-
ated by designers from 15 
countries.

/ www.projects.

internationalgardenfestival.ca.

New bid for the 
Tokyo 2020 stadium

Zaha Hadid has teamed up 
with Nikken Sekkei to submit a 
new bid for Tokyo 2020 sta-
dium after its first competition-
winning design was thrown out 
in July. A new design and build 
competition for the stadium – 
set to host events during the 
2020 Olympic games – was 
launched on 1 September 
2015, with a much shorter 
design and construction sched-
ule. Revised guidelines will cap 
the cost at ¥155 billion, down 
from the previous ¥250 billion 
estimate for Hadid's initial de-
sign, which was scrapped by 
Japanese prime minister Shinzo 
Abe due to soaring costs and 
growing public dissatisfaction. 
Tokyo-based Nikken Sekkei 
had worked on the original 
design since May 2013, leading 
a team of structural engineering 
firms and acting as design 
supervisor alongside Hadid's 
practice. Nikken Sekkei said its 

>

Zaha Hadid's previous design 
for the Tokyo 2020 Stadium

>
Adrian Frutiger

Kengo Kuma's first US structure
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goods

Apple’s plans for world 
domination continues unabated, 
this time with a move towards 
the world of high street fashion. 
Introducing the Apple Watch 
Hermés edition — while its still 
the same Apple Watch, it comes 
with an exclusive Hermés watch 
face and a lovingly crafted 
double-loop leather strap. 
/ www.apple.com

Leathered 
Luxury

New from A4Adesign is the Single 

Chair, designed for events in 

mind. Made from a single sheet 

of cardboard, the chair requires 

only half a minute to assemble, 

and is comfortable, strong and 

ultra-light. / www.a4adesign.it

are you 
single?

Uniquely funky with strong 
hipster credentials, the lima 
PA:GI is a unique wooden watch 
by Indonesian-based design 
studio Lima. The watch was 
made with a simple philosophy 
– employing good craftsmanship 
and design into a small piece of 
wood. Several earthy colour 
combinations are offered, and if 
the PA:GI seems too small for 
your wrist, there is also its 
cousin, the lima SO:RE.  
/ www.limawatch.com

lima 
PA:Gi 

Awarded the Red Dot: Best of the Best 2015 is the VELLO bike, a high-performance hand-
made bicycle design for urban commuting. In simple terms, it’s a foldie-bike, but with a dif-
ference – the folding mechanism is magnetic, enabling easy and quick unfolding and folding. 
Other niceties include magnetic shock absorbers, patented built-in lights, a foldable mud-
guard to protect clothing, and an anti-theft personal codification system that links the bike 
to the owner’s profile on the VELLO website. / vellobike.myshopify.com

German automakers are fighting back against Tesla, the all-electric 

automaker that has been making serious inroads into the 

acceptance of electric cars – at least amongst the more affluent in 

the US. Fresh from the 2015 Frankfurt Auto Show is Porsche’s new 

Mission E all-electric concept sports car. Retaining the unmistakable 

Porsche silhouette, this four-door sedan promises to be a full plug-in 

electric car, delivering a 500km driving range, 600hp of power and a 

eye-watering 0-100km/h time of 3.5 seconds. / www.porsche.com

German 
Kraftwerk

radar

Carbon Fibre Fresh from prolific design studio Nendo is the Nest Shelf, announced at the London 
Design Festival 2015. The unassuming Nest Shelf extends seemingly like magic – 
essentially a shelf hidden within a shelf. This is achieved through the innovative use of 
3.7mm thick carbon fibre for the vertical sections and 3.7mm thick horizontal sections 
consisting of aramid fibre-made honeycomb material sandwiched between carbon fibre. 
Both sections are coated with a larch veneer, resulting in a 4.8mm thick shelving hidden 
within the 9.6mm thick outer shelving. The 650mm width of the shelf’s fully-collapsed state 
doubles to 1,300mm when the shelf is fully extended outward. Extending the shelf halfway 
produces a grid shelf-style layout with rows of square shelves. / www.nendo.co.jp

Hello 
Vello!
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1
Why Architects Still Draw
Paolo Belardi  MIT Press

Why would an architect reach for a pencil when 
drawing software and AutoCAD are a click 
away? Or use a ruler when 3D scanners and 
GPS devices are close at hand? In Why Archi-
tects Still Draw, author Paolo Belardi offers an 
elegant and ardent defence of drawing by hand 
as a way of thinking. Belardi is no Luddite; he 
doesn’t urge architects to give up digital devices 
for watercolours and a measuring tape. Rather, 
he makes a case for drawing as the interface 
between the idea and the work itself. A drawing, 
Belardi argues, holds within it the entire final 
design. It is the paradox of the acorn: a project 
emerges from a drawing – even from a sketch, 
rough and inchoate – just as an oak tree emerg-
es from an acorn. Moving from the sketch to the 
survey, Belardi explores the meaning of measure-
ment in a digital era. A survey of a site should go 
beyond width, height and depth; it must include 
two more dimensions: history and culture. Be-
lardi shows the sterility of techniques that value 
metric exactitude over cultural appropriateness, 
arguing for an ‘informed drawing’ that takes into 
consideration more than metres or feet, stone or 
steel. Even in the age of electronic media, Belardi 
writes, drawing can maintain its role as a corner-
stone of architecture.

2
Walkable City: How 
Downtown Can Save America, 
One Step at a Time
Jeff Speck  North Point Press

Jeff Speck has dedicated his career to determin-
ing what makes cities thrive. And he has boiled it 

down to one key factor: walkability. Making 
downtown into a walkable, viable community is 
the essential fix for the typical American city; it is 
eminently achievable and its benefits are mani-
fold. Walkable City – bursting with sharp obser-
vations and key insights into how urban change 
happens – lays out a practical, necessary, and 
inspiring vision of how to make American cities 
great again. 

3
Happy City: Transforming 
Our Lives Through Urban 
Design
Charles Montgomery  

Farrar, Straus and Giroux

Charles Montgomery’s Happy City is revolutionis-
ing the way we think about urban life. After de-
cades of unchecked sprawl, more people than 
ever are moving back to the city. Dense urban 
living has been prescribed as a panacea for the 
environmental and resource crises of our time. 
But is it better or worse for our happiness? Are 
subways, sidewalks, and condo towers improve-
ments on the car dependence of the suburbs? 
The award-winning journalist Charles Montgom-
ery finds answers to such questions at the inter-
section between urban design and the emerging 
science of happiness, during an exhilarating jour-
ney through some of the world’s most dynamic 
cities. Rich with new insights from psychology, 
neuroscience, and Montgomery’s own urban 
experiments, Happy City reveals how cities can 
shape our thoughts as well as our behaviour. The 
message is ultimately as surprising as it is hope-
ful: by retrofitting cities and our own lives for 
happiness, we can tackle the urgent challenges 
of our age. The happy city can save the world 
– and we can all help build it.

4
Materials for Design 2
Victoria Ballard Bell, Patrick Rand  Princeton 

Architectural Press

As architecture and design programmes through-
out the world break out of the classroom and 
adopt the holistic methods of design/build pro-
grammes, the need for a textbook that bridges 
the gap between construction materials and 
design sensibility is sorely needed. In Materials 
for Design 2, authors Victoria Ballard Bell and 
Patrick Rand revisit the format of their award-
winning first volume and present 60 new case 
studies of materials put to imaginative use by 
today’s brightest architects. Bell and Rand intro-
duce each material type: glass, concrete, wood, 
metal, plastic, and stone, with new text describ-
ing its history and significance. Accessible case 
studies highlight recent advances in design and 
construction around the world, from a wooden 
church in Finland and huts in Thailand to a bank 
encased in a glass cube in Copenhagen. In a 
materials landscape that constantly changes to 
meet the demands of contemporary designers, 
Materials for Design 2 is an up-to-date guide to 
the best and most exciting materials at their dis-
posal.

5
BIG, HOT TO COLD: An 
Odyssey of Architectural 
Adaptation
Bjarke Ingels  Taschen

After the global success of YES IS MORE, one of 
the best-selling architecture books of its genera-
tion, BIG – Bjarke Ingels Group presents HOT TO 
COLD: An Odyssey of Architectural Adaptation. 
The book coincides with the HOT TO COLD 
show at the National Building Museum in Wash-
ington DC and presents 60 case studies in harsh 
climate conditions in order to examine where and 
how we live on our planet. As we travel from one 
end of the spectrum to its opposite we will see 
that the more harsh the climate gets, the more 
intense its impact on the architecture. The central 
challenge is to mitigate the climatic extremes for 
hospitable human life, while finding solutions that 
can be both economically and environmentally 
profitable. Architecture is the art and science of 
accommodating the lives we want to live. Our 
cities and buildings aren’t givens; they are the 
way they are because that is as far as we have 
gotten to date. They are the best efforts of our 
ancestors and fellow planetizens, and if they 
have shortcomings, it is up to us to continue that 
effort, pick up where they left off. HOT TO COLD 
stays true to BIG – Bjarke Ingels Group’s grand 
mission to find a pragmatic utopia, shaping not 
only a particular structural entity, but the kind of 
world we wish to inhabit.
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6
SCDA Architects II : 
The Architecture of 
Chan Soo Khian
Soo Chan  Images Publishing

SCDA Architects II is a new monograph of 
SCDA Architects that continues to explore the 
work of Malaysian-born Soo Chan, which first 
began in The Master Architect Series VI. Soo 
Chan’s designs are a reflection of contemporary 
Asia modern, fresh and exciting, incorporating 
Soo Chan’s inspired vision while still referencing 
the spirit of traditional Asian architecture. While 
his designs might at first glance appear as mod-
ernist, Western-inspired creations, closer in-
spection of the details of the sloping roofs and 
wooden shutters reveals their Southeast Asian 
context. The melding of these two perspectives 
results in a unique form of architecture, evident 
across SCDA’s varied projects, including houses, 
condominiums, commercial, hospitality and 
institutional buildings, as well as master planning 
projects and interiors. Accompanied by full co-
lour photography and detailed descriptions, this 
selection of projects illustrates why SCDA is one 
of the most creative and exciting architectural 
firms working in Asia today.

7
The Private Life of 
Public Architecture
Andrew Mackenzie  ORO Editions

This book is not just about a building; it is about 
how major architecture gets commissioned, 
managed and built in Australia today. In this 
case, we look at the new billion dollar Melbourne 
Convention Centre. The book follows the whole 
process – from the three trucks of drawings, 
documents and models sent to the Premier’s 
office, which won the initial design competition, 
through to the newspapers lurching into gear 
with their familiar rhetoric. Yet, despite the glare 
of media attention, the process that lies behind 
big architecture is far from clear. This book ex-
plores this process, through a building that not 
only challenges the conventions of public space, 
but also what architecture means in the contem-
porary city. 

8
Greening Asia: Emerging 
Principles for Sustainable 
Architecture
Nirmal T. Kishan  BCI Asia

Despite a rise in the number of certified buildings, 
the approach to Greening is fragmented and 
cautious at best. The Asian Green building does 
not do enough to mitigate impact nor do the 
conventions of Greening address the diverse 
needs of the region and its people. An urgent 
rethink is needed. Asia must get past the current 
do-less-harm approach towards long-term, 
locale- and community-specific outcomes. 
Greening Asia: Emerging Principles of 
Sustainable Architecture reports on over 30 
recent projects in Asia. The author – an educator, 
architect and Green building expert – extracts 
from them six principles for sustainable design 
that are Asia-centric and scalable.

as well as ones that relate to contemporary 
activity, such as ‘Have computers changed 
architecture?’ or ‘How small can a home get?’. 
There are also many that are intriguing and 
irreverent, such as ‘Why do architects want to 
paint the world white?’ or ‘Is Dubai a city?’. For 
each of the questions there is a brief, one-line 
answer and then a more extended discussion. 
Aimed at both general readers as well as those in 
the field, this book will make a perfect purchase 
or gift for anyone interested in architecture.

11
Concrete: Pure. 
Strong. Surprising
Chris van Uffelen  Braun Publishing

Concrete is an all-around talent, already in use in 
ancient Rome and since the second half of the 
20th century as one of the most important 
building materials. After a period of excess and 
architectural faux pas, a renaissance of exposed 
concrete began in the 1990s. Whether the 
design would be expressive-opulent or 
minimalistic-clear, the constant advancement of 
technological developments, especially 
sophisticated new types of concrete, made 
possible phenomenal, previously unattainable 
constructions in high design quality. This volume 
provides an overview of contemporary realized 
projects. Their selection presents the many faces 
of concrete and the breadth of design 
possibilities of this building material. Furthermore, 
excursuses are dedicated to the role of concrete 
in product design.

9
Space, Hope and Brutalism: 
English Architecture, 1945 
- 1975
Elain Harwood  Yale University Press

This is the first major book to study English archi-
tecture between 1945 and 1975 in its entirety. 
Challenging previous scholarship on the subject 
and uncovering vast amounts of new material at 
the boundaries between architectural and social 
history, Elain Harwood structures the book 
around building types to reveal why the architec-
ture takes the form it does. Buildings of all bud-
gets and styles are examined, from major univer-
sities to the modest cafe. The book is illustrated 
with stunning new photography that reveals the 
logic, aspirations, and beauty of hundreds of 
buildings throughout England, at the point where 
many are disappearing or are being mutilated. 
Space, Hope, and Brutalism offers a convincing 
and lively overview of a subject and period that 
fascinates younger scholars and appeals to 
those who were witnesses to this history.

10
What is Architecture?
Rasmus Waern, Gert Wingard  

Laurence King Publishing

This entertaining and informative book explores 
the world of architecture through a series of 101 
questions and answers that cover a wide range 
of issues on its practice and theory. There are 
historical questions, such as ‘Who was the first 
architect?’ and ‘Are all churches architecture?’ 
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