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ARCASIA AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE (AAA) is an endeavour to raise the 
standard of the built environment throughout Asia in general and in ARCASIA 
member countries in particular, in order to encourage and recognise exemplary 
works done by architects working in Asia. The first three in a two-year cycle 
of Awards were given every two years, beginning in 1992 during the Asian 
Congress of Architects (ACA) that was organised by ARCASIA. The fourth 
Awards were held in 1998 during the 7th ACA held in Colombo, Sri Lanka. From 
1999, the Awards were adjudged during the year in which the ARCASIA Forum 
was held, and conferred in the year in which ARCASIA holds its congress. In 
2012, AAA was restructured from a two-year to one-year cycle, and the judging 
and conferment of Awards to now be within the same year as the Forum or ACA. 
An independent jury panel consisting of leading architects of Asia is nominated 
by the ARCASIA Council to assess and determine the winners.
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The aim of the 
ARCASIA AWARDS FOR 
ARCHITECTURE (AAA) is 
to acknowledge exemplary 
architectural work, and in 
doing so, encourage the 
sustenance of the Asian 
spirit, the development 
and improvement of the 
Asian built environment, 
and enhancement of the 
awareness of the role of 
architects in the socio-
economic and cultural 
life of Asian countries. 
The AAA also intends to 
demonstrate that good 
architecture is a major 
component of the positive 
influence on the human 
environment, and that 
physical development 
in Asia need not be in 
disharmony with the 
cultural values, national 
identity or the natural 
environment of developing 
countries in Asia.

aaa
’15

objective 
of aaa
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sponsors
The Architects’ Regional Council of Asia is most appreciative 
of our sponsors who have generously contributed towards the 
success of the ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 2015.

NS BlueScope (Thailand) Limited

Sika (Thailand) Ltd
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Anupama Kundoo is the principal 
architect of Shatotto, an architecture 
firm based in Dhaka with a focus on 
‘architecture for green living’. 
Formed in 1995, Shatotto intends to 
unearth the lost history and heritage 
of Bengal and recreate the missing 
link of its urban and rural culture. 
Shatotto also tries to bridge the gaps 
between architectural values and the 
current crisis of a responsible archi-
tecture, in order to generate conver-
sation among people, communities 
and nature for a healthy society. 

Apisit Laistrooglai is the man-
aging director of Thailand Creative & 
Design Center (TCDC), a nationally 
funded public organisation set up as 
an important design infrastructure 
for Thai society. Apisit is respected for 
his key role in inspiring Thai design-
ers and entrepreneurs to enhance 
their creative design skills, achieve 

competitive advantages and contrib-
ute to the creative economy. Realising 
the value of understanding and using 
the most innovative materials in de-
sign, he played a significant role in 
establishing Material ConneXion® 
Bangkok as a part of TCDC and has 
also acted as the managing director of 
Material ConneXion® Bangkok since 
its opening in Thailand.

Apisit received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Fine Arts with a major 
in Product Design from Silpakorn 
University, where he later spent 
more than 20 years as a lecturer at 
the Department of Product Design, 
Faculty of Decorative Arts. He also 
earned two Master’s Degrees in 
Industrial Design from the Univer-
sity of Central England and Public 
Administration from Thammasat 
University. He holds a certificate 
in High Technology Research in 
Product Design from Polytechnic 

University in Kanagawa, Japan. He 
participated in a number of consult-
ing projects, including shoes and 
plastic packaging designs. A pioneer 
in the field of design research, he 
is credited for numerous projects 
in Thailand on native handicraft, 
local folk art and natural materials 
for the United Nations Development 
Projects (UNDP), International Labor 
Organization (ILO) and National Re-
search Council of Thailand (NRCT). 
He is also a frequent contributor at 
design magazines such as Casa Viva 
and BusinessWeek Thailand.

Nitis Sthapitanonda is the ex-
ecutive director and deputy manag-
ing director for Thai firm, Architects 
49. He holds a Master of Architecture 
from the Graduate School of Architec-
ture, Planning and Preservation, Co-
lumbia University, New York, as well 
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as a Bachelor of Design from the Col-
lege of Design, Construction and Plan-
ning, University of Florida. He is cur-
rently the Vice President of Foreign 
Affairs of the Association of Siamese 
Architects Under Royal Patronage 
(ASA), Thailand, for 2014–2016. 

Sathirut Tandanand is a Thai 
architect and current President of 
ARCASIA. Receiving his training in the 
US, he holds a Master of Science, Ar-
chitecture & Urban Design from Co-
lumbia University, as well as a Bach-
elor of Architecture and Bachelor of 
Environmental Design from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. Besides being a 
registered Chartered Architect, he is a 
member of the Architect Council of 
Thailand, a member of the Associa-
tion of Siamese Architects Under Roy-
al Patronage (ASA), Thailand, a mem-
ber of the American Institute of Archi-
tects (AIA), and a member of the Sin-
gapore-Thai Chamber of Commerce. 

Taro Ashihara is a Japanese archi-
tect who holds a Master of Engineer-
ing in Architecture from the Univer-
sity of Tokyo and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Architecture from the Tokyo Univer-
sity of the Arts. Having distinguished 
himself by working at Yoshinobu Ashi-
hara Architects and Associates for 
eight years, he left to establish his 
own firm in 1985 and has since gar-
nered many awards for his works, 
including the JIA Prize for Best Young 
Architect (1993), Building Contractors 
Society Prize (1997), AIJ Prize (1998), 
Good Design Award (2003), JIA Prize 
(2006) and Public Building Award 
Prize, Japan (2006). He was also elect-
ed the President of the Japan Institute 
of Architects in 2010.

About ARCASIA
ARCASIA, or the Architects Regional Council 
of Asia, is an organisation of 18 National 
Institutes of Architects from the Asian region, 
extending from Pakistan in the west to 
Philippines in the east, the Peoples Republic 
of China in the north to Indonesia in the south.

The objectives of ARCASIA are:
_	 To unite National Institutes of Architects on 

a democratic basis throughout the Asian 
region to foster friendly, intellectual, artistic, 
educational and scientific ties.

_	 To foster and maintain professional con-
tacts, mutual cooperation and assistance 
among Member Institutes.

_	 To represent architects of the Member 
Institutes at national and international 
levels.

_	 To promote recognition of the architect’s 
role in society.

_	 To promote the development and educa-
tion of architects and architectural 
professionals in their service to society.

_	 To promote research and technical ad-
vancement in the field of the built 
environment.

_	 The Council of the ARCASIA consists of all 
the Presidents of the National Institutes. 
The organisation itself serves as an exten-
sion for each Member Institute’s regional 
programme and relations. Annual Meetings 
are held in different Member Institute coun-
tries to deliberate and give collective 
directions and representation to matters 
that affect the architectural profession in 
the Asian region.

Member Institutes
The current membership of ARCASIA con-
sists of the following National Institutes of 
Architects (listed in alphabetical order):
_	 AAM Architects Association of Macau
_	 ALACE Association of Lao Architects and 

Civil Engineers
_	 ASA Association of Siamese Architects
_	 ASC The Architectural Society of China
_	 BIA Bhutan Institute of Architects
_	 HKIA Hong Kong Institute of Architects
_	 IAB Institute of Architects Bangladesh
_	 IAI Ikatan Arsitek Indonesia
_	 IAP Institute of Architects Pakistan
_	 IIA Indian Institute of Architects
_	 JIA Japan Institute of Architects
_	K IRA Korea Institute of Registered 

Architects
_	P AM Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia
_	 SIA Singapore Institute of Architects
_	 SLIA Sri Lanka Institute of Architects
_	 SONA Society of Nepalese Architects
_	 UAP United Architects of Philippines
_	 UMA Union of Mongolian Architects
_	 VAA Vietnam Association of Architects
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With 237 outstanding projects from 19 ARCASIA member countries, ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 2015 (AAA 2015) is one of 

the most sought after architectural design awards in the world.

This year, our jury consisted of exceptional architects, respected professors and design specialist from all three zones of 

ARCASIA. The jury has discussed all of the entries neutrally and thoroughly.

Jury members:

1.	 Sathirut Tandanand, ARCASIA President;

2.	 Taro Ashihara, JIA President;

3.	 Anupama Kundoo, Award-winning Architect/Professor;

4.	 Apisit Laistrooglai, Managing Director of Thailand Creative & Design Center; and

5.	 Nitis Sthapitanonda, AAA 2015 Convener.

After having gone through each and every submission, the jury concluded that all of the projects are of great quality, thus making 

it very difficult to determine which projects deserve to win. Another challenge for the jury is that Asian architecture is so diverse. 

Within the same category, one may find rustic bamboo architecture together with very modern steel and glass building, both of 

which are equally superb.

In order to decide the best out of the greats, the jury agreed that the projects must fulfill the aims and objectives of AAA:

	 The aim of the ARCASIA AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE (AAA) is to acknowledge exemplary architectural work and in doing 

so encourage the sustenance of the Asian spirit, the development and improvement of the Asian built environment and 

enhancement of the awareness of the role of architects in the socio-economic and cultural life of Asian countries.

	 The AAA also intends to demonstrate that good architecture is a major component of the positive influence on the human 

environment, and that physical development in Asia need not be in disharmony with the cultural values, national identity or 

the natural environment of developing countries in Asia.

The materials, scale, proportion, sustainability, innovation and social responsibility aspects of the projects are all accounted for in 

the winning entries.

Through meticulous evaluations, the jury believes that the winners truly deserve their prestigious awards. The winners should 

be proud since they have measured themselves successfully against the best in the industry. To the rest of the participants, 

ARCASIA would like to thank you for your courage and dedication that you have shown through your projects. Because of you, 

the architecture of Asia is now at the highest standard comparable to the rest of the world.

Lastly, the jury wishes AAA all the success ARCASIA deserves and looks forward to more greatness in AAA for the years to come.

Nitis Sthapitanonda

Convener

arcasia awards for architecture 2015
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