
FIRST QUARTER 2016www.architectureasia.co MALAYSIA RM26.50

www.arcasia.org

magazine 
of the 
architects 
regional 
council asia 























radar news

>

ACA17 TO FOCUS ON 
GROWTH AND DIVERSITY

The annual highlight of ARCA-
SIA, the Asian Congress of 
Architects (ACA) Forum, is set 
to return this year with a focus 
on ‘Growth and Diversity: The 
Green Age of Asia’. The major 
regional congress fosters intel-
lectual exchange and strategic 
discussion on regional chal-
lenges, initiatives and develop-
ment amongst hundreds of 
architects. This year, the 17th 
Asian Congress of Architects 
(ACA17) will take place at the 
Hong Kong Convention and 
Exhibition Centre from 25 Sep-
tember to 1 October. Registra-
tion period begins from April to 
August 2016. For early bird 
registration, be sure to sign up 
between April to June 2016.

www.aca17hk.com

ARCASIA AWARDS FOR 
ARCHITECTURE 2016

The nomination for the annual 
ARCASIA Awards for Architec-
ture 2016 (AAA 2016) is now 
open. The AAA 2016 aims to 

award and recognise exem-
plary work done by architects 
around Asia, and intends to 
demonstrate that good archi-
tecture plays a major role in 
positively influencing the hu-
man environment. Architects 
who are interested should 
submit their nominations by 31 
May 2016 through their re-
spective member institutes of 
ARCASIA, or directly to the 
Convenor of the Awards, Tony 
Wong. Visit ARCASIA’s official 
website for further information 
on entry eligibility, competition 
schedule and submission 
requirements.

www.arcasia.org

ARCASIA STUDENT’S 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
COMPETITION 2016

The ARCASIA Student’s Archi-
tectural Design Competition 
2016 is a design ideas compe-
tition to invite architecture 
students to contribute ideas 
and concepts that correspond 
to the theme ‘Green Lifestyle’. 
Each country faces their own 
sustainability concerns, and 
students are encouraged to 
identify and resolve these is-
sues by using architectural 
designs. Students are free to 
choose a site for their design 
proposal, be it built or portable 
or a prototype, which would 
encourage users to participate 
in a green and sustainable 
lifestyle. Submissions to re-

spective member institutes of 
ARCASIA close on 20 May 
2016. Five winners will be 
awarded, whilst shortlisted 
entries will be showcased at 
ACA17 in Hong Kong.

www.arcasia.org

SHIGERU BAN BAGS 
GRAND PRIX IN JIA 
ARCHITECTURE AWARDS 
2015

Earlier this year, the Japan 
Institute of Architects (JIA) 
announced the winners of its 
recently concluded JIA Archi-
tecture Awards 2015. The 
ultimate JIA Grand Prix was 
awarded to Shigeru Ban, No-
butaka Hiraga and Keita Sugai 
for the Oita Prefectural Art 
Museum. Two JIA Awards also 
went to Takaharu Tezuka and 
Yui Tezuka for the Sora no 
Mori Clinic, and to Tomotsune 
Honda for Jurin no Ie (house in 
groves).

The inaugural JIA Sustain-
able Architecture Award was 
awarded to Yoshihiko Iida for 
the Okinawa Nursing Training 
Center, and to Koichi Yasuda 
for the [[[cell]]] house. The JIA 
25 Year Award – for buildings 
that have stood the test of 
time – was awarded to three 
classics: Art Tower in Mito 
(Ibaraki Prefecture) built in 
1990 by Arata Isozaki & An-
drea Maffei Associates; Shin-
juku Mitsui Building built in 
1997 by Mitsui Fudosan Co., 
Ltd. and NIHON SEKKEI, Inc; 
and Osaka Gas Building built 
in 1933 by Takeo Yasui Archi-
tects & Engineers, Inc. On the 
other end of the spectrum, the 

Young Architect Awards went 
to Jun Yanagisawa and Ka-
zuyasu Kochi.

www.uia.archi/en

HKIA CELEBRATES 60 
YEARS

From the 27 architects who 
formed the Hong Kong Society 
of Architects in 1956 to more 
than 4,000 members today, the 
Hong Kong Institute of Archi-
tects (HKIA) has come a long 
way. This year marks its 60th 
anniversary, and to celebrate 
the milestone, an array of archi-
tecture-related events and 
exhibitions will be set in place 
in Hong Kong throughout the 
year. In the month of May, an 
architectural tram tour will be 
held in an HKIA tram, open to 
the public and guided by local 
architects, as well as an exhibi-
tion of projects recognised by 
HKIA in years past and of the 
winners of the 2015 awards 
session. From May through 
November, young architects 
will compete in the Venice 
Biennale, applying their creativ-
ity to the theme ‘strategies in 
architecture’. While in the 
month of September, an exhi-
bition targeted for the larger 
public entitled ‘For the City, for 
the Community’ will reveal the 
contributions of Hong Kong’s 
architecture to the urban and 
social fabric of the territory. 

Finally, HKIA will also play 
host to the ACA17 from 25 
September to 1 October, 
which will gather representa-
tives from the 19 member 
institutes of ARCASIA to dis-
cuss ‘Diversity and Growth: 
The Green Age of Asia’.

The history and develop-
ment of HKIA will be chroni-
cled in a book, launched on 
the 60th anniversary celebra-
tion at the Ball hosted by the 
Institute in November.

www.hkia.net/60anniversary

MALAYSIAN 
ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENT WINS NPYDA 
2015

The Nippon Paint Young De-
signer Award (NPYDA) 2015 
recently concluded in Bangkok 
with a victorious win for Malay-
sian architecture student Tan 
Kwon Chong. After an intense 
round of grand finale in Bang-
kok, Tan from Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) 
emerged the overall regional 
winner in the architectural 
category, beating out 11 
young designers from around 
Asia. Tan’s winning design is 
based on his vision to give 
back to the people and the 
natural environment of Pontian 
Kechil, a fishing village in Jo-
hor, where he grew up in. His 
Eco-learning Market Centre 
proposal aims to be a sustain-
able recreational park that is 
able to maintain the natural 

Last year's AAA 2015 Building of 
the Year winner, The Naka Hotel 
by Duangrit Bunnag (Thailand)

The JIA Grand Prix recipient, Oita 
Prefectural Art Museum by Shigeru 
Ban, Nobutaka Hiraga and Keita Sugai

Winner of the NPYDA 2015 
Architectural Category Tan Kwon 
Chong with Gladys Goh, Group GM 
of Nippon Paint Malaysia Group
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beauty of its surrounding, 
promote community engage-
ment as well as educate the 
public on the traditional living 
culture of the fishing village.

The accompanying Re-
gional Learning Programme 
also saw three renowned ar-
chitects from Asia – Ar Paul 
Noritaka Tange (Japan), Ar 
Serina Hijjas (Malaysia) and Ar 
Amata Luphaiboon (Thailand) 
– sharing invaluable insights 
with the finalists and students. 
A study tour around Bangkok 
to visit some of the capital’s 
iconic buildings, including the 
Grand Palace of Bangkok, 
Vimanmek Mansion and Wat 
Ratchanatdaram Temple, was 
also organised as the final part 
of the Learning Programme. 
www.asiayoungdesigneraward.com

KENGO KUMA’S FIRST 
PROJECT IN AUSTRALIA 
REVEALED

Darling Harbour has commis-
sioned Japanese architect, 
Kengo Kuma, for his first ever 
Australian project – a new civic 
and creative centre in Sydney. 
The circular wood-clad Darling 
Exchange will rise six stories 
and house a ground-floor 
market hall, library, childcare 
centre, makerspace, and ad-
ditional programme for start-
ups, as well as a rooftop bar 
and restaurant. 

“Our aim is to achieve archi-
tecture that is as open and 
tangible as possible to the 
community, and this is reflected 
in the circular geometry that 
creates a building that is acces-
sible and recognisable from 
multiple directions,” said Kuma. 
“The wooden screen wraps the 

exterior of the building in a 
dynamic and exciting manner, 
a historical reference to Darling 
Harbour originally being a hive 
of business activity and a focal 
point as a market exchange.”

The Darling Exchange will 
connect directly and serve as 
an extension to the public 
Darling Square. Both projects 
are part of a revitalisation plan 
spearheaded by Lendlease 
that aims to transform the area 
into a vibrant and bustling 
community. If approved, the 
project is set to open in 2018.

WORLD ARCHITECTURE 
FESTIVAL 2016 MOVES 
TO BERLIN

After setting up camp in Sin-
gapore for four years, the 
World Architecture Festival 
(WAF) will be moving to the 
historically rich city of Berlin for 
its 2016 edition. Held from 16 
to 18 November, the yearly 
event includes awards, a con-
ference and an exhibition that 
gathers the fraternity of archi-
tects around the world. The 
venue this year is the Berlin 
Arena, a bus terminal de-
signed by Franz Ahrens in 
1927 and repurposed as an 
event space in the 1990s. 

This year’s awards will be 
divided into three sections 
– Completed Buildings, Future 
Projects, and Landscape – 
with a total of 31 categories. 
The esteemed panel of jury 
includes David Chipperfield, 
Louisa Hutton and Professor 
Frédéric Migayrou. Last year, 
Singapore residential develop-
ment The Interlace by OMA/
Buro Ole Scheeren made 

waves as it was awarded 
World Building of the Year, 
while Future Project of the Year 
went to BIG’s Vancouver 
House.
www.worldarchitecturefestival.com

MAD’S GEORGE LUCAS 
MUSEUM FACES MORE 
CONTROVERSY

Controversy surrounding 
MAD’s proposal for the George 
Lucas Museum continues to 
grow as Chicago’s mayor sug-
gested that the proposed 
location be moved. In an at-
tempt to save the proposal 
and alleviate the year-long 
legal battle, Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel suggested demolish-
ing the McCormick Place 
Lakeside Center and con-
structing the museum in its 
place, instead of the original 
public lakeside car park site 
which proved unpopular 
amongst the locals. 

There were also consider-
ations to move the museum to 
another location but Emanuel 
was determined to keep it in 
Chicago. The Lucas Museum 
of Narrative Art will host the 
private collection and memo-
rabilia of film director George 
Lucas of the popular Star 
Wars and Indiana Jones fran-
chises, who handpicked Chi-
cago as it was close to his 
heart. 

The design for the white 
tent-like Lucas Museum of 
Narrative Art was first unveiled 
back in 2014. It was then 
scaled down in size the fol-
lowing year. Although the Chi-
cago City Council voted in 
favour of the project in Octo-
ber 2015, the decision proved 
unpopular among local park-
goers over the proposed site 
of the project. A legal battle 
then ensued in an attempt to 
block the private develop-
ment. Construction was due 
to begin this year ahead of 
completion in 2019, but the 
legal battle has brought the 
project to a halt.

ZAHA HADID 
ARCHITECTS TO CARRY 
ON WITHOUT ITS 
FOUNDER

Zaha Hadid Architects has 
announced that it will continue 
to practice without its late 
founder who died suddenly 
last month. The 65-year-old 
Iraqi-born British architect died 

Tan's winning project, Evolving Nature: 
Eco-learning Market Centre

The scaled-down version of MAD’s 
George Lucas Museum that 
involves a white tent-like structure

of a heart attack while being 
treated in a Miami hospital for 
bronchitis. In this difficult time, 
her London-based firm Zaha 
Hadid Architects will continue 
to carry on her legacy and 
work to complete the 36 proj-
ects that were under develop-
ment in 21 countries at the 
time of her death. The office 
also announced that the firm 
will retain the name Zaha Had-
id Architects (ZHA), and will 
move forward with its current 
board to deliver existing and 
new projects in the future.

“Zaha is in the DNA of Zaha 
Hadid Architects. She contin-
ues to drive and inspire us 
every day, and we work on as 
Zaha taught us – with curiosity, 
integrity, passion and determi-
nation,” said a statement is-
sued by the firm.

Among projects that are 
due to be completed this year 
are the Salerno Maritime Ter-
minal in Italy, Port House in 
Belgium, King Abdullah Petro-
leum Studies and Research 
Centre in Saudi Arabia, and 
the Mathematics Gallery at 
London’s Science Museum. 
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Start-up KIBA believe they have made the camera everyone’s been waiting for – the world’s 

first self-editing interactive camera. Simply put, you just allow the camera to take images and 

video autonomously, after which it will then curate the results – picking the best and most 

interesting moments through its patented ‘Joy Ranking Technology.’ You can give it some 

direction by talking to it, creating schedules to record daily sessions or specific moments. 

Sounds like the stuff of science fiction? Perhaps, but it’s currently undergoing heavy beta 

testing, and is expected to be shipped by October 2016. / www.getkiba.com

Misfit, the makers of wearable fitness trackers, has just released 
their latest, the Ray. It offers the usual tracking features including 
counting steps, measuring distances walked and estimating calories 
burned via its 3-axis accelerometer, as well as tracking activities 
such as cycling, swimming, yoga and dancing. It also provides some 
interaction via its single LED light, inactivity nudges, as well as text 
and call notifications, and a silent alarm. The real change, however, 
is in its looks – the Ray is probably the first fitness tracker we’ve 
seen that actually looks more stylish than geeky. / www.misfit.com

goods radar

At first glance the Whitings 
Activité appears to be just 
a handsome analogue 
wristwatch. But lurking 
underneath it with its 
Bauhaus inspired design is 
a full-featured activity 
tracker. It’s a novel 
approach to activity 
trackers – with no buttons, 
lights or the need to check 
your phone at every 
moment. A simple analogue 
subdial provides a linear 
and clear sign of your daily 
activity progress 
throughout the day. 
/ www.whitings.com

Lift
-Bit

While there are many things that one might think can 
be made more `interactive’, a sofa is not one of them. 
Well, furniture manufacturer Vitra would like to prove 
this wrong with its latest release, an ‘interactive sofa’ 
called the Lift-Bit. Made up of a series of modular 
hexagonal stools that form a honeycomb motif, the 
Lift-Bit is digitally configurable to allow it to 
seamlessly transform into myriad seating 
arrangements. Each stool is motorised with a linear 
actuator which enables it to be raised or lowered 
through a mobile app, but also via hand gestures 
simply by hovering your hand over the seat. If the 
Lift-Bit is idle for too long, it can even grow ‘bored’ 
and start shape-shifting on its own to engage users 
– a homage to radical British architect Cedric Price’s 
1970s ‘Generator Project.’ / www.lift-bit.com

Fancy an amazingly detailed 
3D plaster sculpture of 
London’s cityscape on your 
wall? UK-based architectural 
sculptors Chisel & Mouse 
have just the thing. Made as a 
limited edition of 250 pieces, 
the entire cityscape is 
composed of 9 maps, each a 
200mm x 200mm tile. The 
tiles are magnetic and stick 
to the underlying map, with 
the entire model 
encapsulated in a simple 
wooden frame which can be 
hung on a wall or displayed 
on a desk or table top. 

/ www.chiselandmouse.com

Sculpted 
Cities

runs on joy

An oddball looking bike that’s a charming take on the old off-road motor-driven mini 

bike, the Ruckus is touted as the bicycle for everybody and has an adjustable bottom 

bracket to allow for a wide range of rider sizes. Strengthening its everyday use 

credentials is its extra-long lounge seat that provides space for a passenger if required. 

/ www.coastcycles.com

w h a t  a  R u c k u s !

Rayyourself
Watch
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taking shape as an organic and fluid form that seamlessly blends in with the surrounding topography.

form has been thoughtfully derived as a response to the locality’s natural landscape and chilly climate, 

At a glance, the Harbin Opera House might seem outlandishly futuristic. But its dramatically expressive 

Harbin Opera House MAD Architectsportfolio
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4/ The sculpted wood 
surfaces

5/ View from side of the 
grand theatre’s staircase

6/ The sculpted wood 
staircase leading to the 
grand theatre

with the support of a lightweight 
diagrid structure. Comprised 
of glass pyramids, the surfaces 
alternate between smooth and 
faceted, referencing the billowing 
snow and ice of the frigid climate. 
Visitors are greeted with the 
simple opulence of natural light 
and material sensation – all before 
taking their seats.

Presenting a warm and invit-
ing element, the grand theatre 
is clad in rich wood, emulating a 
wooden block that has been gen-
tly eroded away. Sculpted from 
Manchurian Ash, the wooden 
walls gently wrap around the 
main stage and theatre seating. 
From the proscenium to the 
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7/ South side view  
into the grand lobby

8/ Rehearsal room 9-10/ Lobby of the  
small theatre

11/ The grand theatre, 
sculpted in Manchurian 
Ash, holds 1,600 seats
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A uniquely faceted music conservatory that is
housed in a pleated aluminium facade that not only

reflects the musical programmes of the building but also

adds a functional and aesthetic dimension to the walls.
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LOCATION

Aix-en-Provence, 
France

ARCHITECT

Kengo Kuma and 
Associates

PROJECT TEAM

Kengo Kuma, Diego 
Lopez Arahuetes, 
Miruna Constantinescu, 
Natalia Sanz, Elise 
Fauquenbergue, Miguel 
Orellana, Junki 
Wakuda, Tristan Zelic, 
Magnus Casselbrant, 
Ioanna Angelidou, Yuki 
Ito, Emilie Bret, Majid 
Katir, Roman Martin, 
Dennis Cheung, Chao 
Chen

DATE OF 

COMPLETION

June 2013

SITE AREA

3,366 sqm

BUILDING AREA

1,796 sqm

TOTAL FLOOR AREA

7,395 sqm

CONSTRUCTION 

TEAM

Mathieu Faliu, Miruna 
Constantinescu

CONSULTANTS

STRUCTURE

Cer3i

MECHANICAL & 

ELECTRICAL

ETB Antonelli

QUANTITY SURVEYOR

JC Campion

ACOUSTICS

Peutz and Associates

SCENOGRAPHY

Changement A Vue

SUSTAINABILITY

Penicaud

FIRE PROTECTION

Vulcaneo

FAÇADE ENGINEERING 

TESS

STRUCTURE

Mixed structure: 
concrete (school wing) 
and steel (auditorium 
wing)

PHOTOGRAPHY

Roland Halbe
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GDP Architects KKR2 portfoliomalaysia

es
 pushes the boundaries of conventional construction 

construction industry, the intricate KKR2 tower

methods with an unprecedented twist.

The aspiring ‘jewel’ of the Malaysian
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Kompleks Kerja Raya 2, 
commonly referred to as KKR2, 
is a six-block office complex 
masterplan built on an existing 
1 million square feet site located 
on Jalan Sultan Salahuddin, Kuala 
Lumpur. The KKR2 consists of 
37 levels of working space for 
the Malaysian Public Works 
Department ( Jabatan Kerja Raya 
or JKR), and serves as their new 
headquarters and centralised 
location to cater for its growing 
workforce. One of the main 
challenges was to comply with 
the comprehensive list of require-
ments provided by JKR, such 
as the Industrialised Building 
System (IBS) and Green Building 
Index (GBI). The design process 
began in 2006, and after many 
rounds and deliberations set 
forth by the ministry, was final-
ised in 2010. 

From afar, the KKR2 emerges 
from the natural surroundings of 
the Perdana Botanical Garden. 
While the idea of a tall structure 
amidst the greenery may seem 
unfitting, KKR2 presents itself 
discreetly, assimilating within 
the city’s central green lung. At 
a glance, the tower shines grace-
fully, with a scale-like exterior 
unravelling itself – a thoughtful 
series of parts brought together 
to resemble the natural context 
of the site. In its entirety, the 
tower takes on a bluish-green hue 
with a reflective glaze, capturing 
the clear blue tropical sky. The 
tower’s skin is made up of glass 
pieces, assorted in angles emulat-
ing sunlight piercing through a 
canopy of leaves. 

The 37-level (inclusive of 
basement parking) structure has 
an independent roof canopy 
reaching 175 metres high. A sepa-
rate but linked nine-level podium 
car park houses a rooftop dining 
above. The tower comprises 

1/ The lower termination treatments of 
the vertical fins house the gutter which 
allows the water from the facade to be 
collected and recycled 

2/ The twisting facade of KKR2

1
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2three facades – ‘A’ and ‘B’ are mir-
rored, with ‘C’ in the rear. Each 
level is a unique floor plate with 
incremental geometric shifts sky-
ward, with triangular footprints 
tapering into leaf-shaped upper 
levels. There are 10 circular col-
umns slanting in two directions, 
mirrored at each side of facades 
A and B. The front columns are 
straight, the rear angled, and 
facade C curves into two planes 
connecting a parabolic geometry 
arching the tower inwards to the 
central levels, then outwards 
toward the roof. 

Facade A and B are of a 
unitised facade system – 3,124 
unique numbers, to be precise. 
To meet each floor slab, every 
unitised frame shifts angle into 
two planes, producing a twisting 
effect where rectangular forms 
are split, resulting in triangular 
triple glazed sections. The inward 
tilt of the triangle allows an 
incremental response to the shift-
ing geometry – progressing level 
by level to create the building’s 
sensuous curves. 

East-west glazing orientation 
(facade A and B) enables this 
play in facade design, allowing 
natural sun shading through 
glazing details and external 
mounted ‘fin’ elements. Each fin 
acts as both a shading and design 
feature, expressing curvature and 
verticality. A canopied rooftop 
garden terrace provides shade 
and expansive views of the city. 

Unconventional Material Use
A conscious decision was 
made to move away from steel 
construction, which would have 
been an ideal material to achieve 
this geometric form. Instead, a 
more conventional concrete con-
struction method was adopted 
– where a concrete central lift 
core and concrete columns along 
its perimeters support in-situ 
Reinforced Concrete (RC) beams 
and precast slabs. In compliance 
with JKR’s IBS standards, the ap-
plication of semi-unitised facade, 
aluminium system formwork 
for the core, reusable circular 
steel formwork for columns, RC 
precast floor slabs, RC lightweight 
block works and IBS interior 
panels were implemented. 
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