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JST CONNECTOR MALAYSIA NEW 
FACTORY IN JOHOR

The project architect from Japan for this semi-conductor factory created an outstanding 
green roof structure covering 18,000 m² with curves, slopes and undulations fit for a roof by 
the sea. Sarnafil® G-476, 1.5 mm thick, was used over the RC roof as a reliable waterproofing 
membrane. The advantages of Sarnafil® for this projects were:

 ́ Proven and reliable waterproofing system for green roof applications
 ́ Time saving with a shorter construction period (no protective screed)
 ́ Cost saving with reduced dead load (no protective screed)
 ́ Root resistant membrane as well as resistant to standing water and concrete cracks
 ́ Application by certified contractors trained by Sika

THE ROOF AS ARCHITECTURAL SIGNATURE

Sika Kimia Sdn. Bhd.
Tel  : +603 7957 0111
Fax : +603 7956 7921
http://mys.sika.com

Sika (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.
Tel  : +65 6777 2811
Fax : +65 6779 6200
http://sgp.sika.com

Sika (Thailand) Limited
Tel  : +66 3821 4270
Fax : +66 3821 4288
http://tha.sika.com

Sika Ltd. (Vietnam)
Tel  : +84 613 560 700
Fax : +84 613 560 699
http://vnm.sika.com

Sika Indonesia P.T.
Tel  : +62 21 823 0025
Fax : +62 21 823 0026
http://idn.sika.com
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editor’s 
message

We began the call of submissions for this issue of Architecture 

Asia with the following blurb: “Without trying to sound too academic or theoretical 

as in Kenneth Frampton’s Critical Regionalism, New Vernacular takes a new look at 

local architecture and celebrates any new architecture where its creative impulses, 

interpretations and transformations are rooted in the vernacular, without the mindless 

direct copying, recreation or imitation of the authentic architecture-without-architects 

– the true modern vernacular of the region.” And, we are happy to report that there 

could indeed be such a movement brewing on the grounds across Asia, from China 

in the north, through Vietnam in the middle to Indonesia in the south.

	 This issue of AA brings you a selection of small projects, which broadly met our 

stated objectives in our search for a New Vernacular architecture in Asia. Among the 

projects, three are built almost entirely out of bamboo, a traditional local material that 

has not been commonly used: Sharma Springs in Bali that looks like a giant plant 

when seen from above with a spider-web-like funnel entrance; the Vietnamese Roc 

Von Restaurant that offers al fresco dining under the Gothic cathedral-like, ribbed 

and fan-vaulted ceiling supported by a series of bundled bamboo columns; and 

the modular pavilion of Bamboo Playhouse in Malaysia. Other projects include a 

primitively simple bath and toilet shed for tribal festivities in Malaysia that was built 

by the local natives fusing modern timber, steel and corrugated acrylic roofing sheet 

construction with indigenous art and craft; while in Indonesia and Korea, two rather 

luxurious residences hark back to their respective vernacular residential forms, one 

rural and one urban, but with the traditional notions of a house being deconstructed 

and reinterpreted entirely in modern construction.

	 The modestly scaled and open Al-Islah Mosque of modern arches with filigree 

screen walls in urban Singapore offers a new take on the contemporary Islamic 

aspirations by rejecting the ubiquitous dome-type mosque design. In Shijia House in 

China and Termitary House in Vietnam, traditional mud and baked brick construction 

unmistakenly fits the bill of New Vernacular with their intricate craftsmanship in the 

art of bricklaying and timber works. While the Sichuan Fine Arts Institute Library in 

China stood out as the only project featured here that is constructed of modern 

reinforced concrete, local grey brick, and timber doors and windows, culminating in 

the shape of a traditional barn or warehouse which expresses the New Vernacular, 

and quite successfully, too.

	 However, my personal favourite is the humble abode of Hamlet House in Japan 

where the typology of traditional Minka houses, that is, houses for the masses, has 

been given a simple new twist, where the ordinary is celebrated for what they are, 

without any pretense.

	 In line with this issue’s theme, we also caught up with the young husband-and-

wife team of architects, Wen Hsia and BC Ang of WHBC Architects for a chat on 

their background, current practice, and thoughts on New Vernacular architecture.
 

Lee Chor Wah

editor-in-chief

architecture asia

good 
work 

wanted

have your ideas or works published in architecture asia.
we welcome project or article submissions for publishing consideration. 

contact: ask@memo.com.my for submission guidelines and further info.



































































































































“Vernacular architecture should not only be defined by how it looks or what 
materials are used. The essence of vernacular architecture has always been in 
the creative resourcefulness of man in their local environment.”

architecture? Is it still 
evolving or do you feel 
that you have found it � 
the perfect approach to 
architecture?
I believe in pragmatism in 
design, and I believe design 
is a very powerful tool to 
�nd creative solutions for 
the problems we encounter. 
But our thinking process 
is de�nitely evolving, as I 
mentioned, change is the 
only constant.

We understand that your 
approach to architecture 
is still evolving, but like 
it or not, stylistically, 
your architecture 
seems to have created 
or extended the 
tropical vernacular 
architecture of raw 
concrete, face brick 
and exposed structures. 
Is it a conscious 
effort on your part to 
convey this particular 
type of architectural 
expression?
To us, responding to the 
context creates vernacular 
architecture. However, by 
context we do not only 
mean the site condition and 
local climate � it is much 
more. It includes our avail-
able materials, available 
cost, available time, avail-
able workforce, available 
technology, our culture, our 
sense of space, our sense of 
scale, our sense of privacy, 
our working attitude and 
many other parameters. 
When we look at these pa-
rameters creatively and re-
sourcefully, it will naturally 
be vernacular architecture.

It is interesting to hear 
you say that builders 
and craftsmen have 
the greatest in�uence 
on your design. This 
close collaboration or 
reference to local art 
and craft of construction 
seemed to have spurred 
a new expression of 
architecture, which 
we thought could be 
called �new vernacular�. 
Would you agree with 
this sentiment? What 
are your thoughts 

on �new vernacular� 
architecture? 
I don�t think we are doing 
something called �new ver-
nacular� architecture. But 
when we look at vernacular 
architecture in terms of 
style, we have reduced 
all the thinking behind 
vernacular architecture into 
merely a decoration. Ver-
nacular architecture should 
not only be de�ned by how 
it looks or what materials 
are used. The essence of 
vernacular architecture has 
always been in the creative 
resourcefulness of man in 
their local environment.

I have heard one of 
your clients say that 
they enjoyed working 
with you because you 
listened to their ideas. 
In such a collaborative 
process, do you �nd that 
you had to compromise 
much by just being 
their draftsman or do 
you think such client-
architect relationships 
actually spurred you to 
greater heights?
I think an important trait 
to being a good designer is 
to observe and listen to the 
people who are going to 
be using our design. Only 
through these observations 
and conversations can we 
then synthesise them into 
appropriate solutions.

What would your 
advice be to a �rst-year 
architecture student?
Take your eyes o� the 
phone, observe the world, 
be curious, disregard the 
scores, and truly enjoy what 
you are doing.

Lastly, what do you like 
to do outside of work?
Wen Hsia and I like taking a 
walk in the jungle with our 
dogs.

Selected WHBC projects (FROM TOP): Telegraph Pole House; Orang Asli Bathroom Facility; Cempenai House

71ARCHITECTURE ASIA  ISSUE 2  2016   






















