


2016 architecture 
asia awards 
for emerging 
architects

62 architecture asia  issue 4  2016   



winnerNa  r e i n  G e r a l d  Ra  j i n t h a  P e r e r aARCHITECT   S r i  La  n k alocati on completi on 2 0 1 4

jury’s citation

The project demonstrates 
complete integration of outside 
and inside. Its courtyard is 
reminiscent of traditional Sri 
Lankan architecture.

‘Solis Ortus’ – a Latin phrase, meaning ‘my rising of the sun’ – was one that 
was articulated by the homeowners, in their approach to defining the quality of 
living spaces they envisioned in their home. The phrase taken literally as well as 
metaphorically established the stimulus of the architect’s approach to place cre-
ation. The conceptual approach to the creation of spaces that can overcome 
the negativities of building in urbanised tropics was creating ‘layers’ – layers that 
distance and isolate, layers that filter and insulate, and layers that protect and 
create freedom. Ultimately, layers that welcome ‘the rising of the sun’. 

solis ortus
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The site assigned for Doshisya Kyotanabe Chapel, which houses the Chapel and the Niijima Jo Exhibition Space, is separated in the middle by a 
six-metre campus passageway, resulting in two separate sites. The required programmes physically take up area of both sites. So, we searched 
for the meaning of designing one building on two sites – philosophically and visually – rather than two buildings on two sites, by unravelling the 
history of the oldest private university in Japan, the Doshisya University that was founded in 1875 by Niijima Jo.

We symbolised the Pacific Ocean separating Japan and United States with the water feature, ‘Niijima Jo’s Ocean’, spanning across the cam-
pus passageway to the two sites, and considered that by directly facing the Chapel and Exhibition Space towards each other, we can utilise the 
character of the two separate sites to add value which is unique to Doshisya University. Philosophically, the Chapel (Christianity values) and the 
Niijima Jo Exhibition Space (Liberalism) together formed the founding spirit of Doshisya University. By bringing the Chapel and the Exhibition 
Space close to each other, the spirit of Doshisya can be naturally perceived by the students.

doshisya kyotanabe chapel
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winnerYos   h i h ito    Kas   h i wa g iARCHITECT   Ja  pa nlocati on completi on 2 0 1 5

jury’s citation

The project offers serene spaces for retreat, both day and night. A wonderful composition that creates 
a calm feeling and a sense of openness, and a dialogue between two disparate yet connected forms.
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amanenomori 
nursery school
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jury’s citation

The project is 
sensitively conceived 
and developed. A 
richly created space 
for children.

The Amanenomori Nursery School is a 
two-storey nursery school with a roof-
top terrace that features a three-dimen-
sional and circuit-style structure located 
in Funabashi city. The concept of its 
design is to provide enough space for 
160 children to play around in the na-
ture and also for all their parents and 
nursery staff to feel safe. 

The south quarter of the site is 
used for the entrance walkway, while 
the rest of the site is used for nursery 
space. Placing rooms for office staff, 
nursery staff and cooks on the border 
between the entrance and nursery 
space achieves both simplicity and se-
curity. We designed the circular ring-
shaped structure that provides an en-
joyable playground for children and 
easy access to the escape route in 
case of emergency, having the court-
yard in the middle, planting trees along 
the outer edge, and installing the deck, 
slopes, stairs and bridge along the cir-
cle between them. 
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winnerK e n s u k e  A isa   k aARCHITECT   Ja  pa nlocati on completi on 2 0 1 5

SITE MASSING DIAGRAM
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winnerTa k u r o  Ya m a m oto  ARCHITECT   Ja  pa nlocati on completi on 2 0 1 5

Little House with a Big Terrace is a lucid example of having large external spaces in a small 
urban residence with limited site area in Tokyo. The house creates comfortable internal spac-
es by connecting them to the unlimited extension of external space. The most effective way 
to achieve real spaciousness of urban houses in a high-density residential area is to incorpo-
rate unlimited external spaces into the design rather than trying to make internal spaces larg-
er, which is inevitably limited by the size of the site area. 

little house with 
a big terrace

jury’s citation

A clever exploration of the big terrace for 
compact living. The relationship between 
inside and outside and the manner it captures 
the sunlight create an incredible space.
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winner

This project was to carry out necessary renovations and additions to the existing school premises in the Maligawatta branch of the Carlton Preschool. Ma-
ligawatta is a densely populated suburb in Colombo, blessed with a close-knit multi-cultural community. The school is situated in the heart of this compact 
urban built fabric of middle-income housing schemes, edged with alleyways and roads with constant human and vehicular movement. The primary chal-
lenge was to cater to future demands with a flexible design and to revitalise the existing spaces by reinforcing its functions. Design decisions were made to 
minimise the impact on the neighbourhood densities and ongoing school activities. 

It was a task to maintain an order of a school within the existing busy ‘chaotic’ context. The design demanded a transformation from a mundane op-
eration and a congested built environment towards an ‘Urban Haven’. Overall, the segregated building elements were interwoven together physically and 
functionally, thus synchronised. 

Ra  n g a  Da yas  e n aARCHITECT   S r i  La  n k alocati on completi on 2 0 1 3

jury’s citation

The project demonstrates good 
use of basic materials and colours. 
Its form fits well with the context. It 
is indeed a sympathetic renovation 
with a heart for the people.

elevations
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yak house
ARCHITECT  Ay u tt   Ma  h aso   m     locati on T h ai  l a n d     

completi on 2 0 1 3

a church in kyoto
ARCHITECT  S h i g e n o r i  Uo  ya     

locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 1

garagekl
ARCHITECT  A b d u l  Ma  l e k  H j  Hassa     n     

locati on Ma  l ay sia       completi on 2 0 1 5

house in tamatsu
ARCHITECT  K e n j i  I d o      locati on Ja  pa n     

completi on 2 0 1 2
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shortlisted

shichigahama tohyama nursery
ARCHITECT  I p p e i  Ta k a h as  h i      locati on j a pa n     

completi on 2 0 1 3

plate
ARCHITECT  Ta k u ya  Hoso    k ai      

locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 5

house-t
ARCHITECT  Mic   h i ya  T s u k a n o      

locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 2

tea ceremony room – open weave
ARCHITECT  S h i n ic  h i r o  Has   h i g u c h i      

locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 5
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kuala lumpur baptist church
ARCHITECT  C l e m e n t  Wo  n g  S e o w  Pi  n g     

locati on Ma  l ay sia       completi on 2 0 1 3

angkor stretch
ARCHITECT  N g  K h u e n  K e at      

locati on C a m b o d ia      completi on 2 0 1 5

y ballet school
ARCHITECT  Masa    h i r o  Mi  ya k e      

locati on J A PA N     completi on 2 0 1 5

armadillo
ARCHITECT  Y u j i  Ta n a b e     locati on Ja  pa n     

completi on 2 0 1 3
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shortlisted

bakery & restaurant sawamura
ARCHITECT  Y u j i  Ta n a b e      locati on j a pa n     

completi on 2 0 1 5

pettanco house
ARCHITECT  Y u j i  Ta n a b e     

 locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 5

a house in kashimanomori-forest
ARCHITECT  S h i g e n o r i  Uo  ya      

locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 5

stone memorial in ishinomaki
ARCHITECT  No  r ita  k a  I s h i k a wa      

locati on j a pa n     completi on 2 0 1 4
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