
ARCASIA 
Awards for 
Architecture
2019

THIRD QUARTER 2019 RM30 MAGAZINE OF THE ARCHITECTS REGIONAL COUNCIL ASIA WWW.ARCASIA.ORG





1

Editor’s Message

 One of the joys of producing the ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 
special issue in this magazine is the chance to review the works of Asian 
architects, and to see if there are any discerning design trends emerging 
from the winning projects.  Well, the most obvious trend is that for this year, 
China has bagged the most wins, with 8 Gold Winners and 9 Honourable 
Mentions. That is 17 of the total 33 finalists. 
 China is now not only a world leader in the political, economic, tech-
nological and construction spheres, but it seems that they are also fast 
becoming a world leader in architectural design as well. And with Tsinghua 
University’s graduate architectural programme being rated as one of the 
top-10 best in the world, China is well poised to be a force to be reckoned 
within the world architectural scene, and Architecture Asia is certainly 
proud to be part of this trend.
 Another trend of this year’s awards is that amongst the winners, one 
is a high-rise project, the SkyVille @ Dawson (which is not-surprisingly 
from Singapore) and two mid-rise projects, the Tsinghua Ocean Center 
and Kampung Admiralty. The rest are all low-rises. This phenomenon offers 
two possible readings: 1. High-rises are usually more commercial in nature 
and hence, more difficult for architects to be innovative in this genre; and 2. 
Low-rise buildings tend to be less commercial and therefore, open up more 
opportunities for creating experimental and exploratory designs.
 Another trend is in the use of materials. Red bricks, their derivatives 
and creative applications feature widely in many projects, while bamboo 
has also gotten quite good traction in recent award-winning projects. New 
typologies, such as the gold winning project, the Protective Shelter for the 
Archaeological Site of Zhoukoudian Peking Man Cave, has also given birth 
to new forms that are refreshing, fit for purpose and responsive to the site 
without any stylistic baggage. Extending this strategy of addressing all pro-
jects from first principles, is it possible then, that much more innovative 
architecture can be produced if architects ignore precedent typologies? 
 Congratulations to all the winners, especially to China for their sweep 
of the awards this year round!

Lee Chor Wah
Editor-in-Chief
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member institutes

Bangladesh
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
BANGLADESH (IAB)
House 11, Road 04, Dhanmondi R/A,
Dhaka 1205, Bangladesh
T   +880 2 8624664 / 
 +880 2 8624665
F   +880 2 9615451
E   mail@iab.com.bd
W   www.iab.com.bd

Bhutan
THE BHUTAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS (BIA)
Post box 233 Thimphu, Bhutan
T   +975 1794 6075
F   +975 232 1285
W   www.bhutanarchitects.org

Brunei
PERTUBUHAN UKUR JURUTERA 
& ARKITEK (BRUNEI) (PUJA)
Unit 3, 2nd Floor, Block B9, 
Simpang 32-66, Kampong 
Anggerek Desa, Berakas, BB3713,
Negara Brunei Darussalam
T  +673 2384021 
F +673 2384021 
E   web.pujaacademy@gmail.com
W  www.puja-brunei.org

China
THE ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY OF CHINA (ASC)
No. 9, Sanlihe Road, Beijing, 
China 100835
T  +86 10 8808 2237
F  +86 10 8808 2222
E  zgjzxhzhb@126.com / 
 ascbianji@126.com
W  www.chinaasc.org

Hong Kong
THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE  
OF ARCHITECTS (HKIA)
19/F, One Hysan Avenue, 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong
T  +852 2511 6323
F  +852 2519 6011 / 
 2519 3364
E  info@hkia.net / 
 hkiasec@hkia.org.hk
W  www.hkia.net

India
THE INDIAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS (IIA)
5th Floor, Prospect Chambers 
Annexe, Dr. D. N. Road, Fort Mumbai, 
400 001 India
T  +91 2288 4805 / 
 2204 6972 / 2281 8491 
F  +91 2283 2516
E  iiapublication@gmail.com / 
    iiaho1214@gmail.com
W  www.iia-india.org

Indonesia
INDONESIAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS (IAI)
Jakarta Design Centre (JDC) Lt.7, 
Jalan Gatot Subroto Kav. 53,
Slipi, Jakarta 10260 Indonesia
T  +62 21 5304715 / 21 5304623
F  +62 21 5304722
E  sekretariat@iai.or.id 
W  www.iai.or.id

Japan
THE JAPAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS (JIA)
JIA-Kan 2-3-18 Jingu-mae, 
Shibuya-ku Tokyo 150 0001, Japan
T  +81 3 3408 7125
F  +81 3 3408 7129
E  jiacontact@jia.or.jp
W  www.jia.or.jp

Korea
 
KOREA INSTITUTE OF 
REGISTERED ARCHITECTS (KIRA)
317, Hyoryeong-ro, Seocho-gu,
Seoul, 137-877 Republic of Korea
T  +82 2 3415 6800
F  +82 2 3415 6898 9
E  secretary@kira.or.kr
W  www.kira.or.kr

Laos
 
ASSOCIATION OF LAO ARCHITECTS
AND CIVIL ENGINEERS (ALACE)
Asian Road T2, House No 226, 
Unit 18, Ban Sisavath Chanthaboury 
District, PO BOX No 8806, Vientiane 
Capital, Laos
T  +856 21 260530
F  +856 21 264736
E  info@alace.org.la
W  www.alace.org.la

Macau
 
ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATION 
OF MACAU (AAM)
Avenue de Coronel Mesquita No. 2F, 
PO Box 3091, Macau, China
T  +853 28 703458
F  +853 28 704089
E  info@macaoarchitects.com
W  www.macaoarchitects.com

Malaysia
 
MALAYSIAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS (PAM)
PAM Centre, 99L, Jalan Tandok, 
Bangsar, 59100 Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia
T  +603 2202 2866
F  +603 2202 2566
E  info@pam.org.my
W  www.pam.org.my

Mongolia
 
THE UNION OF MONGOLIAN 
ARCHITECTS (UMA)
Ulaanbaatar City, Sukhbaatar 
District, 8 Choro, Bulgaria 
Street 27, Mongolia
T  +976 11 324072
F  +976 11 321808
E  uma_gc@magicnet.mn
W  www.uma.org.mn

Myanmar
 
ASSOCIATION OF MYANMAR 
ARCHITECTS (AMA)
No. 228-234, 3rd Floor, 
Bogyoke Aung San Road, 
Department of Urban and Housing 
Development Building, Botahtaung 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
T  +959 782 120 549 
 / 265 465 884
E  amarchitects2001@gmail.com
W  www.mac.org.mm

Nepal
 
THE SOCIETY OF 
NEPALESE ARCHITECTS (SONA)
Junga Hem Hiranya Complex, 
Kalmochan, Tripureshwor, 
Kathmandu, Nepal
T +977 1 4262252
F +977 1 4262252
E  sona2047@gmail.com
W  www.sona.org.np

Pakistan
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
PAKISTAN (IAP)
IAP House, ST-1/A, Block 2, 
Kehkashan Clifton, Karachi, 
Pakistan
T  +9221 35879335
F  +9221 35879335
E  info@iap.com.pk
W  www.iap.com.pk

Philippines
 
UNITED ARCHITECTS OF 
THE PHILIPPINES (UAP)
UAP National Headquarters Building, 
53 Scout Rallos Street, Diliman, 
Quezon City 1103, Philippines
T  +63 2 4126403 / 4126364 
 / 4120051
F  +63 2 3721796
E  uapnational@gmail.com / 
 uap@united-architects.org
W  www.united-architects.org

Singapore
 
SINGAPORE INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS (SIA)
79B Neil Road, 
Singapore 088904
T  +65 6226 2668
F  +65 6226 2663
E  info@sia.org.sg
W  www.sia.org.sg

Sri Lanka
 
SRI LANKA INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS (SLIA)
120/7, Wijerama Mawatha,
Colombo 7, Sri Lanka
T  +94 11 2697109 / 11 2691710 
F  +94 11 2682757
E  secretariat@slia.info 
 / secretariat3@slia.info
W  www.slia.lk

Thailand
THE ASSOCIATION OF SIAMESE 
ARCHITECTS UNDER ROYAL 
PATRONAGE (ASA)
248/1 Soi Soonvijai 4, 
Rama IX Road, Bangkapi, 
Huay Kwang,
Bangkok, 10310 Thailand 
T  +662 319 6555 ext 121
F  +662 319 6419
E  asaisaoffice@gmail.com
W  www.asa.or.th

VietnamM ASTECTS (VAA)

VIETNAM ASSOCIATION 
OF ARCHITECTS (VAA)
40 Tang Bat Ho Street, 
Hai Ba Trung Dist., Hanoi, Vietnam
T +844 3936 0755 
F +844 3934 9240
E hoiktsvn@kienviet.net
W www.kienviet.net
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The aim of the ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 
(AAA) is to acknowledge exemplary architectural 
work, and in doing so encourage the sustenance of 
the Asian spirit, the development and improvement 
of the Asian built environment and enhancement of 
the awareness of the role of architects in the socio-
economic and cultural life of Asian countries.

The ARCASIA Awards also intend to demonstrate 
that good architecture is a major component of 
the positive influence on the human environment, 
and that physical development in Asia need not 
be in disharmony with the cultural values, national 
identity or the natural environment of developing 
countries in Asia.
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Convener’s Report

 ARCASIA AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE (AAA) was introduced in 
1992 by ARCASIA in order to raise the benchmark of architectural practice 
in Asian context by recognising extraordinary projects designed by archi-
tects, which are situated in Asia .
 In a two-year cycle, the first three Awards were given at every two 
years. Since 1999, for next thirteen years, the awards were declared dur-
ing the year in which ARCASIA Forum was held and were conferred in the 
year in which ARCASIA had its congress. In 2012, mandate was given to 
the President of ARCASIA 2013-2014 to restructure the AAA from a 2-year 
to a 1-year cycle. It was also decided that the Awards will be presented 
every year at the Forum as well as at the ACA. 
 This year it was indeed an honour for me to be appointed as the Award 
Convener for the AAA 2019. Experience of running such a vibrant pro-
gramme for a cycle, specially in the 50th anniversary of ARCASIA, was 
precious. 
 This year AAA 2019 was launched after the formation of a three mem-
ber Awards committee in April at Dhaka. A five-member Jury Board was 
also declared immediately. The submission of projects started on 5th 
May and at the deadline on June 17th some 424 projects were submitted 
from 14 countries in 10 categories. On 4th August, in the final session of a 
two-stage process, the Jury board unanimously selected 33 (thirty-three) 
projects from 9 (nine) categories as their final selection, out of which 11 
(eleven) will be awarded with gold medal at the awards night in Dhaka on 
5th November 2019 and the others will receive honourable mentions at the 
same event.
 It is clearly visible that, with the shifting of the epicentre of economic 
and physical development, architectural profession is experiencing a phe-
nomenal growth in this region. Considerable portion of global architectural 
practice has its focus on Asia now. A significantly growing number of local 
architects are also engaged in the production of excellent works and the 
bar is constantly rising. 
 Since launching in April, every step of this year’s AAA program, such 
as registration, Q&A, periodic report preparation, final submission, prelimi-
nary shortlisting by individual jurors from their respective stations and the 
final jury session in Dhaka, was conducted by using a bespoke web based 
platform specially created for this year’s program. AAA 2019 team in Dhaka 
was very busy during those days.
 I would like to convey my sincere appreciation to all the participants 
and congratulate the winners. I also earnestly hope that AAA, in years to 
come, will continue to grow in volume and significance as the premiere 
Award for Architecture in Asia. 

Mahmudul Anwar Riyaad
AAA 2019 Convener
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Overview

Entries by Category

A-1  Single Family Residential Projects   52 

A-2  Multiple Family Residential Complex  29 

B-1  Public Amenity: Commercial Buildings  55 

B-2  Public Amenity: Resort Buildings  41 

B-3  Public Amenity: Social/Institutional 116 

B-4  Specialised Buildings  17

C     Industrial Buildings  15

D     Conservation Projects  30

E    Social Responsible Architecture  37

F    Sustainability  32 

Entries by Country (Alphabetically)

Bangladesh  22 

China  202 

Hong Kong  12 

India   44 

Indonesia  3 

Japan  14 

Malaysia  13 

Pakistan  12 

Korea  17 

Singapore  11 

Sri Lanka  15 

Thailand  42 

United States  2 

Vietnam  15 

2019 Awards Committee

Mahmudul Anwar Riyaad Award Convener  Bangladesh 

Jalal Ahmad President IAB Bangladesh

Lalichan Zacharias Vice President ARCASIA, Zone A India 

Jury Board

Rita Soh President ARCASIA representing zone B   Singapore 

Marina Tabassum Eminent architect representing zone A   Bangladesh

Lyndon Neri Eminent architect representing zone C  China  
Marlon Blackwell  Architect from outside ARCASIA region USA

Syed Manzoorul Islam  Eminent non-architect from the host country Bangladesh

424  Total Entries
14  Asian Countries 
11  Gold Winners
22  Honourable Mentions
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Jury Board

 Rita Soh obtained in 2011, a Master of Science in Sustainable 
Building Design from the University of Nottingham (UK). This is to re-
inforce her strong belief in the need to ensure that all buildings are 
created sustainably with good environmental comforts for its occu-
pants as well as to use earth’s natural resources responsibly.

She graduated with honours from the National University of 
Singapore in 1987 and joined RDC Architects Pte Ltd as Senior 
Architect in 1989. Tasked with the post of Quality Assurance Manager, 
she was instrumental in helping the firm to be the first Architectural 
Practice to attain the ISO 9001 Certification in Singapore. She became 
an Associate Director in 1994 and a Director in 1998.

Ms Soh has been involved in feasibility studies, design & project 
management of healthcare, hospitality, residential, commercial, indus-
trial, institutional and infra- structure projects, both local and overseas. 
She is presently Director-in-charge of the Medical Centre@Changi 
General Hospital, proposed Mixed Development comprising Campus 
Utilities Plant and Interim Accident & Emergency Facilities @Singapore 
General Hospital Outram, 3 new MRT stations to LTA’s Circle Line 
and the Conservation of the 150+years Monument, St Peter & Paul 
Church (SPP)@Queen’s St. Her recent completed work included the 
Remodeling to existing Main Building at National University Hospital, 
The Integrated Building @ Changi General Hospital and AALTO, a pres-
tigious high-rise condominium. She has been awarded ARCASIA Gold 
Medal, SIA Design Award & URA Heritage Award for her work on SPP 
in addition to the numerous Platinum & Gold-Plus Awards for BCA BIM, 
UD and GreenMark Awards in other projects.

Ms Soh is a member of the Appeals Board (Land Acquisition), a 
Board Member of the Sentosa Development Corporation Board. She 
has been appointed a member of the Mandai Development Board and 
a member of the Building & Construction Authority(BCA) Productivity 
Gateway Advisory Panel and the HomeTeamNS Infrastructure 
Development Advisory Panel. She is also serving as a member of the 
NUS Advisory Committee, School of Design & Environment (2017 – 
2019).

She is currently the President of ARCASIA; having served as 
President-Elect (2018), Convenor of ARCASIA Fellowship (2017-2018), 
Chairman of ARCASIA Committee for Corporate Social Responsibility 
(2014 – 2016), Deputy-Chairman, Zone B (2008-2010) and Founding 
Chairman of ARCASIA Professional Practice Committee (2004-2008).

Ms Soh served 2-terms as the President, Board of Architects 
Singapore (2013- 2015) and (2010-2012). She was a Nominated 
Member of Parliament (2014- 2015) She also served as a member of 
the Singapore Medical Council’s Complaints Panel) for the period 2006 
to 2010 and again in 2012 to 2014.

She had served as a member Building & Construction Authority 
(BCA) Built Environment Leadership Awards Assessment Committee 
(2009 - May 2013) and BCA Assessment Committee for the Design & 
Engineering Safety Excellence Awards (2007–2019). She was a Board 
member in the Singapore Land Authority (2007 to 2011).

From 2004-2007, she was the President of Singapore Institute 

of Architects and was instrumental in establishing a Blueprint for the 
architectural profession in its pursuit of Architectural Excellence as 
well as a Pro-Enterprise approach in architecture. To champion Asian 
Architecture, Ms Soh, with Getz, launched the biannual SIA-Getz 
Architecture Prize for Emergent Architecture in Asia in 2005.

Ms Soh also served as the Chairman for the 2012 Singapore 
President’s Design Award Jury Panel and member of the Inaugural 
President’s Design Awards in 2006 as well as in 2007 & 2010.

She was a jury member in the Design Evaluation Panels for the New 
Subordinate Courts Complex, Capitol Theatre, Integrated Resorts at 
Marina Bay & Sentosa Island, The Gardens by the Bay Design com-
petition, The Singapore Sports Hub as well as the National Art Gallery 
Design Competitions.

 Lyndon Neri is a Founding Partner of Neri&Hu Design and Research 
Office, an inter-disciplinary international architectural design prac-
tice based in Shanghai, China with an additional office in London. 
Mr. Neri and partner Ms. Rossana Hu are the Overall Winner of The 
PLAN Award 2018, they are named EDIDA Designers of the Year 2017, 
Interior Designers of the Year of ICONIC Awards 2017 by German 
Design Council, Maison&Objet Asia Designers of The Year 2015 and 
Wallpaper* Designers of The Year 2014. They were the winner of 2014 
World Architectural Festival. In 2013, Mr. Neri was inducted into U.S. 
Interior Design Hall of Fame with partner Ms. Rossana Hu. The prac-
tice was selected as the 2011 INSIDE Festival Overall Winner, won AR 
Awards for Emerging Architecture 2010 by Architectural Review (UK) 
and one of the Design Vanguards in 2009 by Architectural Record (US). 
In 2006, Mr. Neri was selected by I.D. Magazine as one of the 40 design-
ers globally who deserve more attention in the “I.D. 40”. Mr. Neri received 
a Master of Architecture at Harvard University and a Bachelor of arts in 
Architecture at the University of California at Berkeley. Prior to starting 
his own practice with partner Ms. Rossana Hu, Mr. Neri was the Director 
for Projects in Asia and an Associate for Michael Graves & Associates in 
Princeton for over 10 years, and also worked in New York City for various 
architectural firms. 
 Other than an architectural professional, Mr. Neri has been active-
ly involved in teaching and research. Mr. Neri taught at Department of 
Architecture of The University of Hong Kong Graduate School together 
with his partner Ms. Rossana Hu. Mr. Neri served as an active visiting 
critic for design schools in the U.S. such as Princeton University, Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, University of California at Berkeley, and 
Syracuse University. Mr. Neri and his partner Ms. Rossana Hu were invit-
ed as the guests of honour of imm cologne to create “Das Haus” 2015. Mr. 
Neri and his partner Ms. Hu have been invited to speak at Mexico Design 
Week, World Interiors Meeting in Amsterdam, Shanghai International 
Literary Festival, 100% Design London, Designer’s Saturday in Bangkok, 
Bauwelt Panel Discussion Badgespräche, BODW (Business of Design 
Week), Inside Festival during World Architecture Festival in Spain, Beijing 
International Design Triennial 2011, The White Box Workshop at Hong 
Kong Design Center, Design Roulette Shanghai 2011, RIBA (The Royal 

Rita Soh

President Arcasia, Singapore  
and Managing Director, RDC 
Architects Pte Ltd

Lyndon Neri

Founding Partner Of Neri&Hu  
and  Design Republic, China
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Institute of British Architects), The Graduate School of Design at Harvard 
University, Re-inventing with Design(Red)2010, Hong Kong, The Dutch 
Pavilion during EXPO 2010, Shanghai and many other design, fashion, 
art related forums and events. 
 Lyndon Neri is also a founder of Design Republic, a retail concept 
store based in Shanghai that offers a unique collection of products 
created by the world’s best design talents, many of which have never 
before been made available to consumers in China. The flagship store 
design, created by Neri&Hu, earned the Perspective Awards Best 
Interior Retail and the DFA (Design For Asia) Best Design of Greater 
China. In 2015, Mr. Neri and his partner Ms. Rossana Hu were appointed 
Creative Directors of Stellar Works.
 Aside from Architecture and Interiors, together with his partner 
Ms. Rossana Hu, Mr. Neri is actively working on a number of industrial 
design products for various brands in Europe including Agape, Arflex, 
Artemide, BD Barcelona Design, BOLON, ClassiCon, Concrete LCDA, 
Driade, Fritz Hansen, Gandia Blasco, GAN, Kvadrat, LEMA, Meritalia, 
MOOOI, Nanimarquina, Offecct, Parachilna, Poltrona Frau, Porro, 
S.Pellegrino, Wallpaper* Handmade, Viabizzuno, and brands in Asia, in-
cluding JIA and Stellar Works, among many others. At the same time, 
they are developing their own product line under the monicker brand 
‘neri&hu’, which was honoured to receive the Perspective Awards, the 
Red Dot Award and I.D. magazine’s Annual Design Review Awards. Mr. 
Neri and Ms. Hu were invited to guest edited the October issue of DI 
magazine in 2009, which is one of the vanguard architectural publica-
tions in China, they also published and edited a book called ‘Persistence 
of Vision’. The book is a beginning of a series of exploration on archi-
tecture and urban issues in major cities in China.

 Marina Tabassum is the principal of Marina Tabassum Architects, a 
practice established in 2005 based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. MTA began 
its journey in the quest of establishing a language of architecture that is 
contemporary to the world yet rooted to the place.
 Ms. Tabassum graduated from Bangladesh University of Engineering 
and Technology in 1995. The same year, she founded URBANA where 
she was a partner for ten years. Most important project of this partner-
ship is the Independence Monument of Bangladesh and the Museum of 
Independence designed in 1997 and completed in 2013.
 She is the academic director of the Bengal Institute for Architecture, 
Landscapes and Settlements. She taught at Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design in 2017, University of Texas in 2015 and in 
BRAC University from 2005 to 2010. Currently she is teaching design 
studio at TU, Delft, Netherlands.
 Marina Tabassum is a member of the Steering Committee of Aga 
Khan Awards for Architecture. She is also a member of the Board of 
Directors of Prokritee, a guaranteed Fare Trade organization that has 
empowered thousands of women artisans of Bangladesh through ex-
port of handcrafted objects.
 Marina Tabassum won the Jameel Prize in 2018. She is also a re-
cipient of 2016 Aga Khan Award for Architecture for the Bait ur Rouf 
Mosque in Dhaka. Her project the Pavilion Apartment was shortlisted 
for Aga Khan Award in 2004. Ms. Tabassum received AYA Award from 

India in 2004 for the project NEK10 located in Dhaka. She is a recipi-
ent of 2005 Ananya Shirshwa Dash Award, which recognizes women of 
Bangladesh with exceptional achievements.

 Marlon Blackwell, FAIA, is a practicing architect in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, and serves as the E. Fay Jones Distinguished Professor at 
the Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design at the University of 
Arkansas. Work produced in his professional office, Marlon Blackwell 
Architects (MBA), has received national and international recognition 
with significant publication in books, architectural journals and maga-
zines and more than 160 design awards. MBA received the 2016 Cooper 
Hewitt National Design Award in Architecture and ranked #1 in Design 
as part of the 2016 Architect 50. In recognition of his substantial con-
tributions to design, Marlon was a Resident of the American Academy 
in Rome in 2019, inducted into the National Academy of Design in 2018, 
and selected as a United States Artists Ford Fellow in 2014. He received 
the E. Fay Jones Gold Medal from the Arkansas AIA in 2017 and the 2012 
Architecture Prize from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. A 
monograph of his early work, “An Architecture of the Ozarks: The Works 
of Marlon Blackwell”, was published by Princeton Architectural Press in 
2005. He was selected by The International Design Magazine, in 2006, 
as one of the ID Forty: Undersung Heroes and as an “Emerging Voice” in 
1998 by the Architectural League of New York.

 Dr. Syed Manzoorul Islam recently retired as professor of English 
from the University of Dhaka after more than four decades of teaching, 
and now teaches at the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh. He did 
his undergraduate and graduate studies in English from the University 
of Dhaka and his Ph.D. from Queen’s University, Canada. He has also 
been a visiting faculty at the department of English and Humanities of 
East West University and Brac University.  Although primarily an aca-
demic he is also an art historian and an award winning fiction writer. He 
has written extensively on literature, theory, cultural studies, art and ar-
chitecture in journals at home and abroad. He has written two books in 
English on the art of Bangladesh. His interest in architecture grew early 
in his career as he came to know Muzharul Islam, the master architect. 
It became stronger when he began teaching cultural studies and post-
modernism in the 1980s. He has taken classes on the city in Bengal 
Institute for Architecture, Landscapes and Settlements in Dhaka.
 Dr. Islam has received a large number of awards in recognition of 
his contribution to Bangla literature. These include the Bangla Academy 
Award (1996), Daily Prothom Alo Best Creative Book of the Year 2006 
and the prestigious state recognition Ekushey Padak (2018).

Marlon Blackwell

Distinguished Professor, 
Fay Jones School Of Architecture 
and Design Principal Architect, 
Marlon Blackwell Architects, USA

Dr Syed Manzoorul Islam

Professor, Department of 
English + Humanities, 
University of Liberal Arts, 
Bangladesh

Marina Tabassum

Founder + Principal Architect, 
Marina Tabassum Architects, 
Bangladesh
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Brick Cave

A–1 

Residential 
Projects
Single Family 

Gold 
Winner

Architect  
Doan Thanh Ha

Location  
Vietnam
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 The Brick Cave house is located in a suburban commune of 
Hanoi which has undergone a rapid process of urbanisation. It is 
designed in a philosophy that it will help shape a place, similar to 
the natural environment.
 The proposed structure of the house resembles that of a 
cave. The overall structure is made up of and enclosed by two 
layers of brick wall meeting one another at an intersection, with 
alternate ‘green’ arrangements of plants and vegetables. Bricks 
have long been a familiar local material and widely used in rural 
areas of Vietnam with a simple manual construction method.
 The two built-in layers of wall functions as a filter to eliminate 
the adverse aspects of the external environment (sunshine from 
the west, dust, and noise), and bring nature (light, rain, wind) to 
where necessary inside. The top of the outer wall is tilted inward 

A–1 at different angles in order to create better viewing angles for the 
general landscape of the area. This helps users in various parts of 
the house continually sense the movement to time and weather. 
 Spatially, the house encompassess a chain of spaces that are 
interconnected to one another, with random apertures gradu-
ally shifting from openness to closeness, and vice versa. The 
combination of ‘close’ and ‘open’ creates diverse relations with 
the surroundings, and thus helps blur the boundaries between in 
and out, houses and streets, humans and nature.
 The Brick Cave provides its occupants both strangeness and 
familiarity, offering fleeting images of a corner of a yard, expans-
es of the sky, strips of a garden, and parts of an alley... providing 
an interesting and enjoyable experience within a space that is  
harmonised with the comfort of a safe shelter. 
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“Intelligently conceived and constructed, the Brick Cave forms a 
contemporary brick shell around a series of nested rooms, offering residents 
beautifully lit interstitial spaces for dwelling. Its humble and yet unique 
lacy brickwork blends beautifully with the neighbourhood. As a stunning 
figure in the urban fabric, it resolves an irregular corner site with an active 
organisational strategy, creating a feeling of domestic sanctuary in the 
suburbs of Hanoi.”

Jury Citation 
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Long An 
House

A–1 

Residential 
Projects
Single Family 

Gold 
Winner

Architect  
Hai Long Nguyen 

Location  
Vietnam
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 The design for the Long An house was inspired by 
Vietnamese traditional structures, accompanied by 3 separate 
spaces and sloped roof while using a modern and strong archi-
tectural language. The house maximises ventilation efficiency 
by dividing the roof into two parts and having a courtyard; then 
allocating two corridors that connect to the roof. This creates 
a courtyard with big walls, which are porous to help bring in 
breezes into the house.
 The Vietnamese traditional house is stretched from front to 
back, creating continuous functional spaces. The boundaries 
of these spaces are estimated by light with different intensity 
and darkness. The layout utilises the wind direction of the local 
area in different seasons.

A–1  Approaching the house firstly is the front yard made from hol-
low clay bricks, which absorbs the rain itself and reduce the heat 
on the floor. Following that is a buffer space which provides a light 
transition from the yard to the living room, dining room and bed-
room. The kitchen area and other functional spaces are located 
on the north side, and go along the house, which is an advantage 
for traditional cooking when many family members visit. 
 The mezzanine accommodates two bedrooms, a relaxing and 
reading area, and a long corridor which connects all the spaces 
in the house through two stairs on both ends. The design team 
wanted to have a continuous space between the functional ar-
eas both inside and outside the house, to allow children to play 
and move freely throughout the house without being confined by 
separating walls. 

SECTION
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“Concise, simple, and beautifully conceived, the Long An House is familiar in its 
traditional use of materials and structure, yet is contemporary in organisation 
and form. The house stands out for its simple yet eloquent design. It is humble 
from the outside with only the roof proclaiming its distinctiveness, but inside 
is a different story – space, light, air; a perfect family place. Its deep porches 
provide shade and transition, and its courtyard invites breezes through porous 
brick walls, alluding to the traditional Vietnam home in both performance 
and typology. As an update of the vernacular, the Long An House is clear and 
legible, and the result is a beautiful space for living.” 

Jury Citation 



18

Grow with the Forest - 
Valley Villas at the foot 
of Changbai Mountain

A–1 

Residential 
Projects
Single Family 

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Ji Li 

Location  
China

 The project is located in Erdaobai River Town, at the foot 
of the tallest mountain range in eastern Eurasia-Changbai 
Mountain. One side is a virgin forest river valley. On the other 
side is a huge scar from urban development—an abandoned folk 
amusement park.
 The architect sought to explore methods to achieve a sym-
biotic harmony between nature and human activities, and the 
possibilities for the borders between nature and cities. The re-
sult is a structure that does not have any predetermined shape. 
Instead, the form is dictated through avoiding every primeval tree 
whilst growing freely towards the sun and landscapes. Living 
rooms face the mountains, dining rooms stand out in forests, 
and bedrooms overlook the creeks. Every stick-out window is a 
tranquil corner for man to feel nature by himself. Unobstructed 
interior design forms a channel that turns everyday life into shut-
tling between landscapes in different directions. When you look 
around, you can see the forest, river, mountain and sunshine 
interweaving in front of you. Landscapes change and seasons 
pass before you realise. 
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Kelapa House

 Living with nature was the main thrust of the client’s brief, 
and the program comprises 6 bedrooms, a large living and 
dining area, entertainment room, swimming pool and service 
quarters. Each function had to be orientated in a specific direc-
tion in order to achieve different panoramic views of Chawen 
Noi, Samui, while keeping the entire area secured within eye-
sight of the owners. 
 With the house’s location in Samui serving as inspiration, along 
with the sloped contour of the site at Chaweng Noi beach, the 
planning of the house was designed to overlap and twist in re-
spond to the terrain as well as the panoramic views. Details of 
the house were also developed from natural elements – stacking 
masses and roofs, patterns on the floor and walls, and a variety 
of natural materials. The design intention was for the house to 
blend in with the environment as much as possible but at the 
same time, offer all the comforts of a modern home. 

A–1 

Residential 
Projects
Single Family 

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Chana Sumpalung 

Location  
Thailand
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Artists’ Retreat, Pittugala

A–1 

Residential 
Projects
Single Family 

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Palinda Kannangara 

Location  
Sri Lanka

 This house is a home, studio, retreat and exhibition space for 
an artist couple, a Sri Lankan painter and his artist printmaker 
wife. They desired a space they could retreat to in order to cre-
ate and display art, as well as to serve as a residence for them 
and their young daughter. 
 The building sits on a site sloped down towards paddy fields 
that act as a buffer to nearby urban life and an expressway, with  
a series of internal gardens that create a seamless connection 
between the external paddy landscapes.
 The building is wrapped with hollow bricks, with breathing air 
voids to create air gaps for a cooler micro-climate within the 
house. The entire house is passively ventilated, and is buffered 
from the noises of the neighborhood and highway by the sur-
rounding paddy fields and the lush internal gardens, creating a 
feeling of a private oasis.
 The project has been described as a satisfying and collabora-
tive process between the architect and client, with the modest 
budget incrementally gathered over a period of three years. 
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Dongziguan 
Affordable 
Housing

A–2

Residential 
Complexes
Multiple Family 

Gold 
Winner

Architect  
Fanhao Meng

Location  
China
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 This project tackles a current social issue within the urbani-
sation process in China – the increasing urban-rural disparity. 
Currently the living conditions in large parts of rural China are 
poor. One such place is Dongziguan Village in Fuyang Hangzhou, 
where most of the farmers still live in the aged housings of vari-
ous states of disrepair. The local government decided to fund an 
exemplary affordable housing project in the village with the aim 
of improving the living conditions.
 During the design process, the architects conducted inves-
tigations and meetings to communicate with different families 
of the relocalised farmers for first-hand information on their 

A–2 living habits. The intention was to organise the buildings in the 
vernacular style of the courtyard typology, a traditional local 
morphology. The design of the courtyard makes it vary into four 
prototypes, which can then be developed into clusters, eventu-
ally growing into a larger rural settlement.  
 The layout tries to balance traditional rural lifestyles with high-
quality modern living conditions. The design is not a carbon-copy 
of local historic buildings, but instead abstracts and refines the 
features of the traditional local architecture into a contemporary 
syntax. The design team also strived for the best building quality 
within a very low budget whilst exploring contemporary ways of 
representing local traditional architectural characteristics. 

SITE PLAN
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“Dongziguan Affordable Housing is an elegant proposition with a reduced 
material palette. Its predominant white is splendidly outlined by a running 
strip of black at the uneven top of the buildings, while the occasional stretch 
of grey is adding a precious grace. It plays on regional traditions through roof 
silhouettes, and the plan organisation of units around communal courtyards 
accomplishes a degree of modern abstraction that sets up variations in form, 
fenestration, and localised details. Sensitive to scale and the urban condition, 
it balances privacy with community, offering housing that’s far more than just 
affordable.” 

Jury Citation 
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SkyVille @ Dawson

 SkyVille @ Dawson is a public housing project commissioned 
by the Housing & Development Board of Singapore to explore 
the future of public housing. Three main themes - community, va-
riety and sustainability – form the basis of its design. The central 
innovation is the public, external, shared spaces that are inter-
woven through the cluster of towers from the ground to the roof. 
 Each home is designed to be part of a ‘Sky Village’ comprising 
80 homes that share a naturally ventilated community terrace 
and garden. These social and community spaces in the sky 
are a way to ensure that high-rise, high-density projects do not 
cause alienation, but instead can be vibrant, living, low-energy 
communities. Every tower is composed of 4 vertically stacked 
Sky Villages across 3 interconnected blocks. The apartments 
are designed as column-free, bean-free layouts, to allow diverse 
family sizes, lifestyles, and future flexibility. 

A–2

Residential 
Complexes
Multiple Family 

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Richard Hassell

Location  
Singapore
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Tsukasa Chemical 
Industry Tsukuba 
Technical Center

B–1
 
Public Amenity 
Commercial
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Hideki Yoshimatsu 

Location  
Japan

 A company manufacturing zip ties and packing materials ini-
tially planned to build a two-story steel office building, but later 
decided on a suburban-style office with greater comfort. The 
design features a cuboid with an 18m x 18m square plan lifted off 
the ground by 1.2m, in consideration of the heavy traffic of large 
trucks in the site and the surrounding environment. 
 In order to achieve high environmental efficiency, individual 
rooms are laid out along the outer perimeters and the under-
floor plenum is utilised to accommodate an efficient building 
equipment system. The office space is composed of massive 
reciprocal beams made of five layers of plywood above 3-meter 
high wall-columns. Narrow top lights between the beams bring 
sunlight as if coming down through a forest.  
 The exterior finish comprises four kinds of tropical wood and 
aluminum angle bars to create an impression of being covered 
with thin layers of light, as well as to generate multiple changes 
according to viewing distance and angles. 
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CC Office

 The main concept for the project is to create a new home for 
the architect’s practice. The building will be integrated into the 
urban tissue of Talad Noi, a heritage district part of the old town, 
and the staff will likewise assimilate with the local community. 
The spatial translation process, from the brief set through to the 
physical realisation, became the main concept and driving force 
for the project. 
 The design infuses the altered building with local elements 
and preserves as much of the characteristics of its surroundings 
as possible, whilst catering to the needs of the practice. The of-
fice has a variety of spaces that can accommodate various uses 
with easy alteration. The 4th, 5th and 6th floors are currently oc-
cupied, and can be expanded downwards with relative ease to 
further occupy the 2nd, 3rd, and the entire building. Also, should 
the retail tenant wish to expand upwards, more spaces occupied 
by the practice could be traded over. 

B–1
 
Public Amenity 
Commercial
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Puiphai Khunawat 

Location  
Thailand
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Studio Atelier11

 This office building, located within the contact point of differ-
ent road networks, has been designed within the system of line 
and grids of the urban development to the north and the organic 
system of natural patterns to the south. 
 Space has to be organised based on the abstract platonic 
shape as a complex that plays the role of intermediate medium, 
while exposing the shape of the land. The building layout forms 
a strong visual triangle, composed of 4 triangle boxes to over-
come the legal floor area ratio. 

B–1

Public Amenity 
Commercial
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Hyunmo Park

Location  
Korea
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Castaway 
Island

B–2
 
Public Amenity 
Resort Buildings

Gold 
Winner

Architect  
Vo Trong Nghia 

Location  
Vietnam
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 Castaway Island Resort is located in a tiny island in Cat Ba 
Archipelago, a well-known tourist destination in Vietnam. It ac-
commodates up to 160 guests, and is only accessible by boat.
 The site features a 3,000sqm private beach, engulfed on one 
side by a beautiful mountain range and on the other by an expan-
sive shore of white sand. The resort consists of five huts for guest 
accomodation, a restaurant, and a pavilion. 
 Bamboo is the primary material used, chosen for its environ-
mental-friendly characteristics that can be integrated and easily 
removed afterwards without affecting the natural beautiful gulf at 
the site where the project is built.  
 

B–2  The restaurant features a hyperbolic-parabolic shell structure, 
which forms a semi-outdoor space for social gatherings and in-
teraction. Each of the 13 bamboo shell units is composed of 80 
straight bamboos, creating a wavy ceiling and rhythmical roof 
landscape. For accommodation, five huts are built from bamboo 
frame modules that offer a cozy bed space for each guest. These 
frames are assembled on the ground to shorten construction time 
and improve workmanship. Recycled timber shutters, which are 
typically used in traditional Vietnamese colonial villas, form the 
hut’s façade. Despite the construction of the project, the site is 
left intact, with nature preserved thanks to the environmental-
friendly bamboo structure. 
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“Beautifully sited and crafted in the vernacular, Castaway Island integrates 
seamlessly with its setting, offering a retreat from the world while making its 
own. The structure as a form successfully meets the challenges of becoming 
a part of the landscape while the materials used integrates it with the 
surroundings. With its cladding as structure and vice versa, and built with a 
minimum of means, this retreat interfaces between geographies, between the 
island and the sea, and whether intended or not, the analogous relationship 
between the shape of the bungalows and the mountainous island itself makes 
one question which came first.” 

Jury Citation 
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XY Yunlu 
Hotel

B–2
 
Public Amenity 
Resort Buildings

Gold 
Winner

Architect  
Yuyang Liu

Location  
China



37



38 38

 Yun Lu is a boutique eco-resort nestled within a village at 
the north-eastern part of Yangshuo, situated along the dramatic 
landscape of the Li River. The site consists of nine renovated 
old farm houses and one new addition, which functions as an 
all-day dining restaurant for hotel guests. Taking on a sensitive 
approach to the local culture with villagers still living nearby, the 
overall planning and landscape design blends into the original 
village structure without creating new boundary conditions to 
the villagers. 
 The rammed earthed buildings were retrofitted to accom-
modate refreshing and uncompromisingly contemporary living, 
while the new restaurant addition adopts an understated pres-
ence with the use of steel frame, glass pivot doors in contrast 

B–2 with the locally sourced rough-cut stone blocks, charcoal treat-
ed wooden louvers and terra-cotta roof tiles to provide a rich 
tactile experience. 
 The spatial dialogue and sense of continuity between the old 
and the new buildings maintain an order of symbiosis between the 
foreign (hotel) and the local (village). The same design principle 
extends into the interior space of the hotel. The dialogue between 
people, space, light and landscape is carefully thought out. Each 
typical building consists of four guest rooms with a shared living 
and hangout space in the center. Bamboo, wood, galvanised steel, 
concrete finishes and pebble washed stones are main materials 
being used in interior spaces. Most of wood beams and existing 
wooden doors were refurbished and reused. 
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SITE PLAN

“Responsive to the local vernacular in form and material, the XY Yunlu Hotel 
is an extension of its village context realised in contemporary detailing. In the 
background of steep and dominating hills, the hotel comes as a respite with 
its horizontal, spatially soothing design, with an accent on sweep and flow. 
Sensitive to the local culture and designed around the village without creating 
any new boundaries to the locals, it picks up on the rhythms of daily life for both 
visitors and villagers alike. The pool structure is masterful in its own right, and 
demonstrates the design team’s skill with precision and versatile form.” 

Jury Citation 
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Z9 Resort

 Z9 Resort is a floating resort perched on Srinakarin Dam, 
Kanchanaburi. The resort utilises natural ventilation, with the 
shapes and color of the buildings intimately blended in with the 
attractiveness of mountain and lake view. Sustainable design 
approaches were employed, based upon the “3R” concept of 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 
 Old wood was reused as part of the resort decorations. A 
reduction of materials used was achieved by the design, which 
required very-few site contour adjustments. A light-weight steel 
structure was also used. For recycling, some of the existing 
wood was quite large, hence they are repurposed and used for 
building indoor furniture. A closed circuit water treatment was 
also designed to treat the water before draining into the lake.  

B–2
 
Public Amenity 
Resort Buildings
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Architect  
Sarawoot 
Jansaeng-Aram

Location  
Thailand
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Museum 
for Site of 
XANADU
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Architect  
Li Xinggang

Location  
China
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 In line with the ancient capital city of Xanadu being de-
clared as a world cultural heritage, a museum was built within 
an appropriate distance from the ruins, to serve as an important 
facility used to gather, collect, display, research and exhibit the 
Mongolian Yuan dynasty cultural heritage. 
 The museum is located on the east of a hillside, and faces to 
the direction of the ruins. Visitors come from the south, where 
the museum is initially hidden, only to appear suddenly as they 
reach around the mountain. The building is placed into a ground 
pit formed by the abandoned quarry on the site, which hides most 
of the building volume. 
 The entrance for the museum staff is set at the south end of 
the mining pit. The office rooms for archaeology and scientific re-
search is arranged along a concave line and covered with earth 

B-3 along the hillside. Another round pit is reserved for the sinking 
courtyard of the museum, which is surrounded by the audience 
service area. At the same time, this ‘sunken courtyard’ enclosed 
by the building is used for natural lighting and ventilation.
 The exposed linear strip-like building is just like the “mountain 
stone” that extends from the mountain, and is rotated 18 degrees 
from the right north to the east, intersecting with the mountain 
contour line, pointing toward the starting point on the central 
axis of the capital city ruins. This provides the building an ideal 
perspective on the ruins site and axis association. However, 
when viewing the site museum from the Mingde gate of the ru-
ins, the building is reduced to its smallest vague square point, 
reflecting the respect for the ruins site environment and the 
proper relationship between the artificial and natural. 

GROUND FLOOR

SECTIONS

EAST ELEVATION
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“Built 5km across a Mongolian grassland from the XANADU archeological site 
known locally as ‘Wulantai’ – meaning beacon of the red rocks – this museum 
is a beacon of great architecture in its own right. Mostly embedded in the pit 
formed from an abandoned quarry, it emerges from the earth in a geometric 
collection of iron oxide infused concrete. The structure’s unpredictable 
angularity and the protruding windows are a remark on history that is often 
non-linear. Oriented to intersect with both the mountain contours and the 
starting point of the capital city ruin’s central axis, it positions people within a 
territorial dialogue between the artificial and the natural, if not the terrestrial 
and the celestial.”

Jury Citation 
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School As 
Urban Garden 
– Nanshan 
Foreign 
Language 
School

B-3
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Architect  
Yichen Lu

Location  
China
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 Nanshan Foreign Language School is a 54,000sqm el-
ementary and middle school campus, comprising regular and 
specialised classrooms, a library, gymnasium, swimming pool, 
auditorium, dining halls, and playgrounds. Located in Shenzhen’s 
DaChong neighborhood, the campus represents the last piece 
of a decade-long development, which saw the area change from 
a compact industrial outskirt into a vertical city. 

B-3  The campus is conceived as a sweeping, horizontal garden 
that stands in contrast to the vertical urban environment it 
serves. The design uses low-rise bar arrangements of stag-
gered classrooms that sweep the site from east to west, chasing 
every available square inch of sunlight. In turn, the sinuous mo-
tion of classroom ribbons generates a fluid sequence of outdoor 
spaces tailored to the specific needs of each teaching area. 
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SCHOOL ENTRANCE COURTYARD

CLASSROOMS

COURTYARD
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“An urban garden indeed! The Nanshan Foreign Language School is 
exuberant without overstating itself. Its seamless flow of program and 
circulation interconnects with Shenzhen’s electric urban context, negotiating 
a compact, complex site. Its contemporary, consistent tectonic in the 
horizontal dimension provides an unexpected counterpoint to the surrounding 
vertical development. The building’s massing is clear and connected, 
utilising the existing topography to create terraced levels of program 
stitched together with elevated walkways. The interior of the building is one 
continuous spatial movement that aims forward and is dynamic, reflecting the 
ideals of a school.”

Jury Citation 
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Xie Zilong 
Photography 
Museum

B-3
 
Public Amenity 
Social/
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Buildings

Gold 
Winner

Architect  
Chunyu Wei
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China
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 The Xie Zilong Photography Museum is built on the banks 
of the Xiangjiang River and within the Yanghu Wetland Park in 
Changsha. The base is just in the visual corridor of the Wetland 
Park connecting the Xiangjiang River scenery belt. It is a cultural 
and artistic highland built by the government. 
 Based on the idea of complying with the value cognition system 
of ‘autonomy’ of architecture, through the continuous research 
and practice of regional typology, this project explores the ‘arche-
type’ in architectural ontology, and finds out the ‘psychological 
schema’ behind it. In addition, the influence of Giorgio de Chirico’s 
metaphysical paintings on the design for the museum is trans-
lated into the use of  familiar objects in daily life to metaphorise 
and construct a maze of ‘time stagnation’, guiding viewers to pay 
close attention to the alienated ‘strangeness’ before them. 

B-3  The warm white fair-faced concrete wall makes the spatial 
structure of the building exhibit the most essential neutral condi-
tion, highlighting the mystery of the material. The spatial depth 
gradually emerges through light and shadow. White fair-faced 
in-situ concrete is used throughout, no matter the wall, ceiling, 
ground or outdoor square, platform, or trestles. In order to pursue 
the quality and performance of fair-faced concrete, a large num-
ber of samples were made in the early stage of construction. As 
a result, the whiteness of the concrete exceeds even the interna-
tional standard of 88%, making the museum the whitest concrete 
building in China. 
 The exhibit halls are deliberately draped in white as well, to re-
duce the interference of the inherent colour of the material to the 
other components in the space. 
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“Stark and almost spartan, yet spectacular and intensely grounded, the Xie 
Zilong Photography Museum is a stunning choreography of spatial anomalies 
– a soaring conical void entrance, a suspended truncating street, an 
intersection that leads to nowhere, among others. Its procession is uncanny 
and full of drama, creating anticipation and reward as one moves through 
its transcendental shadowy interiors. But eventually, geometrical precision 
and highly controlled concrete finishes reveal what’s truly on display in this 
museum: the power of light.”

Jury Citation 
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Garden School / 
Beijing No. 4 High 
School Fangshan 
Campus

B-3
 
Public Amenity 
Social/
Institutional 
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Hu Li 

Location  
China

 Situated in the center of a new town just outside Beijing’s 
southwest fifth ring road, this new public school on 4.5 hectares 
of land was designed as the branch campus for the renowned 
Beijing No. 4 High School. 
 The intention of creating more open spaces filled with na-
ture, something that urban Chinese students today desperately 
need, combined with the space limitations of the site, inspired 
a strategy on the vertical dimension to create multiple grounds, 
by separating the programs into above and below, and inserting 
gardens in-between.  
 This project aims to be the first triple-green-star-rated school 
in the country (a standard that exceeds LEED Gold). In order to 
maximise natural ventilation and natural light, and minimise heat 
gain during summer, passive solar strategies are adopted in al-
most all aspects of the design, from the planning of the building 
geometry all the way to the details of the window design. 
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Aranya-Idea Camp

 The Aranya-Idea camp is provided for educational institu-
tions during the holidays, creating a natural environment and 
multiple activities space for children in the community. In the 
absence of camp activities, the ramps are open to the commu-
nity or public events such as small performance and conference 
forums. 
 As a youth camp, the first floor is public space and class-
rooms, while the upper floor is dormitory. A spiral ramp links 
the two courtyards inside and outside, creating multiple activity 
space up and down. 

B-3
 
Public Amenity 
Social/
Institutional 
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Li Zhang

Location  
China
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Tsinghua Ocean Center

B-3
 
Public Amenity 
Social/
Institutional 
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Hu Li 

Location  
China

 This laboratory and office building for the newly established 
deep-ocean research base of Tsinghua University is located 
at the eastern end of Tsinghua graduate school campus in 
Shenzhen Xili University Town, and right next to the main cam-
pus entrance. 
 Instant university towns are recent Chinese urbanisation in 
epitome: far away from city centres, they are often over-scaled, 
and lack humanistic concern and its related services. With the 
Ocean Center, the designers sought to create a building that 
presents new possibilities – an open and welcoming atmosphere, 
with injected public spaces to encourage staff and students to 
participate and socialise; 
 The design takes the organisation of public spaces within the 
overall campus as a starting point. Instead of terminating the 
campus’ main axis on the plan, the building folds the axis to ex-
tend it upwards, with abundant public spaces injected along the 
way. The conventional quad typology for university campuses is 
re-interpreted here, to form a lively vertical quad system.  
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M2 Tourist 
Port at Bai 
Lianjing, 
Shanghai

B-4
 
Specialised 
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Winner

Architect  
Ming Zhang

Location  
China
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 The M2 Tourist Terminal is one of the most important termi-
nals along the Huangpu River in Shanghai. It was once a busy 
water gate for the Shanghai 2010 Expo. However, nowadays, 
its existence sets apart the parks on both sides and hinges the 
completion of Huangpu River Public Space Program, which is a 
total transformation and improvement of the waterfront imple-
mented by the municipal government to ‘give the river back to 
the people”.
 The design aims to solve the problem through vertically layered 
spaces: first, it means to weave itself into the landscape system 
of Huangpu Riverfront by connecting the existing parks to the 
west and to the east; second, it intends to open a landscaped 
corridor in the terminal from the city to the south directly to the 
waterfront in the north. The first layer overlaps the second one.

B-4  The design overcomes the dilemma between large-scale 
transportation architecture beneath and the upper public space 
caused by the limited height. The building is an earth-sheltered 
structure with a continuing barrel vaulting system.
 The vault form provides enough height for the waiting room 
below while the gap between the vaults provides space for the 
flowerbeds above. The lowering height of the building allows for 
the connection of the parks on both sides through a slightly- 
sloped terrain and opens a view to the river for the buildings 
behind. 
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“The iconic roof of the terminal, exquisitely made with a series of cast in place 
concrete vaults, is supported by a simple yet almost fragile and extremely 
delicate structural system of slick steel columns and cable framework. This 
allows the roof to float over a unidirectional space connecting the adjacent river 
with the garden, while allowing unhindered flow of the mass transit system. Its 
openness and transparency mark it as a distinctive place that supports speed 
and momentum which are the hallmarks of a terminal, while the gracefully 
balanced structure itself provides a unique and sublime experience.”

Jury Citation 
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Kampung Admiralty

B-4
 
Specialised 
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Mun Summ Wong

Location  
Singapore

 Kampung Admiralty is Singapore’s first integrated public 
development that brings together a mix of public facilities and 
services under one roof. The traditional approach is for each 
government agency to carve out their own plot of land, resulting 
in several standalone buildings. This one-stop integrated com-
plex, on the other hand, maximises land use, and is a prototype 
for meeting the needs of Singapore’s ageing population.
 Located on a tight 0.9Ha site with a height limit of 45m, the 
scheme builds upon a layered ‘club sandwich’ approach. A 
“Vertical Kampung (village)” is devised, with a Community Plaza 
in the lower stratum, a Medical Centre in the mid stratum, and 
a Community Park with apartments for seniors in the upper 
stratum. These three distinct stratums juxtapose the various 
building uses to foster diversity of cross-programming and frees 
up the ground level for activity generators. The close proximity 
to healthcare, social, commercial and other amenities support 
inter-generational bonding and promote active ageing in the 
place. 
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Tokyu Plaza Ginza

 Located in Ginza, which is the most renowned commercial 
district in Japan, and also facing a major junction Sukiyabashi 
Crossing, Tokyu Plaza Ginza is a large commercial building with 
a floor area of 50,000sqm. The site sits at the connection point 
to Yurakucho and Hibiya disctrict, and can be described as ‘Gate 
of Ginza’. Surrounded by roads on all sides, the project is a ‘one- 
block full development’, which is a rare case in this district.
 Based on the concept “Vessel of light”, the building is designed 
as a glass “vessel” inspired by the Japanese traditional craft of 
glass cut “Edo Kiriko”. In order to realise a commercial building 
which interacts with the city, the façade is mainly composed 
of glass. This reveals the inner activities to the city, and ena-
bles an urban feeling. On the other hand, the three-dimensional 
façade composition results in a diverse optical phenomenon de-
rived from transmission and reflection of sunlight. The façade 
shows various expressions changing by time and weather. The 
reflections of surrounding cityscape and climate also makes this 
architecture merge into the entire cityscape. 

B-4
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Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Taro Nakamoto

Location  
Japan
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CRG Archive Library

 Located on the campus of a private educational institution 
in Shenzhen, the China Resources Archive Library has a dual 
programme – the building’s primary function is to serve as an 
archive for the client, holding all its physical and digital records 
in a subterranean vault built into the hillside that serves as the 
project site. Atop the archive, the building functions as a gallery 
space and lecture hall that serves the adjacent campus, adding 
a civic and cultural dimension to the project. 
 The project’s upper two floors that house the building’s pub-
lic programmes are restricted to a boxy massing defined by the 
footprint of the archive vaults beneath. To increase the connec-
tions between the internal program and the site beyond, two 
interior public spaces were created: an understated entry lobby 
connecting to the main campus, and a dramatic exhibition space 
with views of the city and landscape beyond. The two spaces 
are connected by a linear “skylight hall” which provides access 
to the gallery and lecture hall spaces within. 

C
 
Industrial
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Yichen Lu

Location  
China
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REDD Premiun 
Self Storage

 The client, a pioneer in self-storage facilities in Thailand, re-
quired its first flagship facility to be much more than functional. 
The external design boldly tells stories that can be perceived at 
a glance. Facing an expressway, the overall shape of the building 
was designed to act as a large signage, visible to both inbound 
and outbound traffic. The front facade literally becomes a large 
billboard, visible to half a million drivers everyday. The architec-
ture is a composition that mimics stacks of cardboard boxes, 
with a layer of transparent wrapping that hints at the buildings 
function as a storage facility. 

C
 
Industrial
Buildings

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Ratiwat Suwannatrai

Location  
Thailand
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The Protective 
Shelter of 
Locality 1 
Archaeological 
Site of 
Zhoukoudian 
Peking Man 
Cave
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Architect  
Guanghai Cui

Location  
China
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 The Peking Man Cave is deep-sunken area in the shape of 
a rectangular, with 35 meters on the west-east side, 5 to 8 me-
ters on the north-south side and 30 meters deep. The Cave is 
surrounded by the remaining precipice after a collapse, which 
bears the archaeological cultural layers. The archaeological site 
covers an area of 1340sqm, while the rock mass around the site 
covers an area of 1538sqm. 
 This project aims to provide the site shelter from wind and 
water. Ecological passive design methods were applied to re-
duce the amplitude of temperature and humidity. A semi-closed 
structure was adopted to maintain the natural condition of 
Peking-Man Cave, and to act as a buffering space that prevents 
it from the uncertainties.

D  In accordance with the conservation principles of minimal in-
terference and reversibility, a large-span space steel structure 
of a single-layer reticulated shell was adopted to stretch across 
the whole Peking Man Cave, with the two rows of its stress 
points distributed on the top of the upland on south and at the 
foot on the north, all of which located on the flat rock mass 
outside the sensitive area unsuitable for load-bearing, and kept 
way from the site per se and the rock mass it is attached to. A 
minimal covered area was thus realised. 
 During the whole construction work, all the components 
were pre-fabricated off-site and assembled on-site, to mini-
mise its interference to the site. It also ensured the possibility 
of its dismantling when necessary to restore the original ap-
pearance of the site. 
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“Architecture, art, archeology and sophisticated technology come together 
in this unusual design which nurtures and becomes one with the terrain and 
the green around it, while strictly keeping its promise to function. This semi-
enclosed, single-spanned and double-skinned structure carefully protects the 
precious and fragile world heritage site in its natural condition, by protecting it 
from rain while allowing air and indirect light. Keeping the concept of minimum 
interference and reversibility, the structure is designed to merge seamlessly 
with the surroundings over time.”  

Jury Citation 
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Vanke Mao Yuan, Wuhan

 This project involves the transformation of an abandoned 
former cement factory into a cultural and recreation space for 
the surrounding neighbourhood residents. The reconstruction 
was based on the abstract spatial characteristics of typical 
Chinese gardens. 

D
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Projects

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Xiao Cheng

Location  
China
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Enabling Village

  Located in Redhill, this project is a demonstration of heartland 
rejuvenation and community building, through Masterplanning 
and the adaptive reuse of Bukit Merah Vocational Institute built 
in the 1970s. The property was re-purposed as the Enabling 
Village—an inclusive space that integrates education, work, 
training, retail and lifestyle, connecting people with disabilities 
and the society. 
 The client is an agency that supports persons with disabili-
ties at various life stages by assisting with information, grants, 
training, employment options and the encouragement of inclu-
sive practices among stakeholders. 

D
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Projects

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Mun Summ Wong

Location  
Singapore
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Mapo Oil Tank 
Cultural Park

 This cultural park is a result of an international competition 
in 2014 for rehabilitating the Mapo Oil Depot, which stands as 
a historic icon to Seoul’s industrial past. The eventual plan was 
chosen among 95 entries. There are 6 tanks throughout the site, 
with each repurposed for different purposes, from performanc-
es, exhibitions and general exploration to spaces like an outdoor 
amphitheatre and a memorial space. 

D
 
Conservation 
Projects

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Seogoo Heo

Location  
Korea
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Thailand Creative 
and Design Center

 The newly relocated Thailand Creative and Design Center 
(TCDC) is a government agency with a mission to inspire crea-
tive thinking in society and to propel the country’s creative 
economy.  It provides a broad range of resources and services. 
The main components are a design library, a material library, and 
a co-working space. Other components include a makerspace, 
exhibition spaces, and workshops.
 Location on the side and back wing of the historical Grand 
Postal Building, the design of the new centre is intended for the 
new intervention to have a dialogue with the old building, and at 
the same time to answer to TCDC’s mission to be the country’s 
creative incubator. 

D
 
Conservation 
Projects

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Twitee Vajrabhaya 
Teparkum

Location  
Thailand
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Village 
Lounge of 
Shangcun
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China
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bamboo canopies with black awnings, providing a shared space 
for hosting the activities of the village locals and visitors.
 Old black bricks, black tiles, stone and usable timber were 
collected from the site to form landscape elements based on 
the original layout of the courtyard, such as maintaining the old 
‘MaTau’ walls, and the construction of the stone retaining walls 
with traditional techniques. Local craftsmen also shared their 
ideas about the details, planting and decorations.
 The bamboo canopies are built with modern architectural 
techniques by professional bamboo craftsmen, in order to en-
sure the durability of the bamboo components, while the other 
parts of the lounge and landscape were completely constructed 
by the villagers themselves. 

E  The Village Lounge in Shangcun is a renovation project that 
converted a ruined courtyard into a public space, providing a 
leisure and multi-use space for both local residents and tour-
ists. The project has been marked by the government as an 
exercisable and regional approach as well as a starting point 
of the preservation and sustainable development of this tradi-
tional village.
 The site is located at the meeting point of several village paths.
The design solution is grounded on the principal of minimal in-
tervention, and adopts a layout of multiple units using a common 
local material – bamboo – to construct 6 large sheltered spaces. 3 
in a row and 2 in a column, the six 5m x 5m spaces form 3 sets of 
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“The tall and raised bamboo arcade of this village lounge has turned an old 
and ruined courtyard into a multi-use public podium that provides a breathing 
space to the community, both literally and metaphorically, while the structure 
accommodates itself amidst the surroundings. With a lot of empathy for local 
material and culture, the designers made minimum intervention to create a 
common platform for both visitors and villagers, which has combined the idea 
of sustainability and participation with conservation.” 

Jury Citation 
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In-Bamboo Village

 Located at Daoming Town, Sichuan Province, this village 
consists of 86 families with a harmonious atmosphere of a close 
neighborhood. The village is known for its bamboo weaving 
traditions, but with rapid urbanisation, is at risk of having this tra-
dition going extinct. In 2016, the local village committee sought 
ideas to renew the village, and through the use of the annual 
tax refund from the government for rural construction, a renewal 
project was undertaken.

Phase 1 of the revitalising project is the local cultural com-
munity centre, with provisions for exhibitions, local meetings, 
community gatherings as well as dining and recreation. Phase 
2 of the project involves eight individual guesthouses and a se-
ries of public service buildings such as public toilets, a tourist 
bamboo-weaving experience centre, and a youth campground. 
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Architect  
Philip F. Yuan

Location  
China
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Yuanshan Pottery Kiln

 This pottery factory is located on the hillside of Sanhe 
Village, Chongqing. It used to have several kilns, but faced with 
an oversupply market situation in recent years, the owner made 
the decision to transform this factory into a restaurant.

Working within a very limited budget, the architect used red 
bricks from a brick factory nearby as the main bearing and en-
closure materials as they are cheap and could also save on the 
need for overcoating. Recycled materials were also employed 
– grey tiles from the old work shed and main structure, and 
decorative materials such as wood beams, trusses and stigmas 
were collected from an old wood market. 

E
 
Social
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Architecture

Honourable
Mention

Architect  
Qi Tian

Location  
China
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No-Boundary Toilet
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Honourable
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Architect  
Qiao Zhong

Location  
China

 Located at a road intersection, this toilet has been designed 
with a border-less layout that does not blank out the surrounding
greenery, but rather integrates into it. The boundaries between ar-
chitecture and nature thus becomes ambiguous.

8K mirror stainless steel is adopted as facade material, with a 
bright interior atmosphere that is supplemented with natural light 
from windows to reduce the energy required from indoor lighting. 
There are 3 gender-less compartments, a bathroom, children’s 
outdoor toilet and an administrator room. The toilet is networked 
and big data is applied in maintenance management. 





86

Advertisement

SIKA CAR PARK & TRAFFIC COATING
Floor coating systems for parking garages have to meet the highest 
demands as outdoor, multi-story and underground car parks are subject 
to many different stresses, including atmospheric conditions, de-icing salt 
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Main advantages of Sika parking garage flooring
 # High wear resistance
 # Dynamic and static crack-bridging properties
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